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ADVERTISEMENT. 

• 

Tf^HE Reverend Francis Borland, author 
of the followiog narrative, fon to Mr. John 
iid of Crofshoufe in the parilh of Eaft-Kil- 
"m^r ij was fettled rainiflcr of Glafsford, a little af- 
tcr the' He volution, la that parifli he was greatly 
.beloved. In 1699, be and three other rainiftcrs', 
upon an appointment of the comraif&on of the Ge« 
neral Afl'embly, went along with the laft Scotch Co- 
lony to Darien/ After many dangers and hardfhips 
which he has particularly defcribcd, furviving far 
the greateft parr of his aiTociates in that unfortunate 
eicpediiion, he returned toOiafsford, where hecoi)- 
tinued to exercife the mioiflry till his death, which 
{lappCned in i;p22. 

He was very diligent in the work of the tniniflry, 
Glafsford parifh was of great length, and the kirk 
fuuated at one end of it : A circumdance on ac- 
count of which there were few months that he did 
not prcnch oneor two week days in fome partcf the 
parifh that was far from the ordinary place of pub- 
Jick worfhip. He catechized his people once at Icaft 
in the year. He uf^^d to begin his diets of exami- 
. nation at the farther end of the pari(h. And who*' 
ever was hindered from attending at one diet, had to 
attend at the ncixt. 

In the following narrative, Mr. Borland dcfcribes 
what he fcU and what he faw. No eloquence is fo 
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ADVERTISEMENT.' ^ii 

genuine as that which flows from experience, Tho* 
very Utile art appears in the compolition, there is 
fuch a variety of obfervations on the natural hiftory 
of Darien, on the politics of ihie Scotch at that time, 
on the difpenfations of providence, and on the de* 
pravity of the human heart, as muft edify and en- 
tertain every attentive reader. 

The Tubjcd of this publication is iqaportant, if an 
affair chat engaged the attention of the whole nation 
is allowed to be fo. Very much %e tlie fatal 
South Sea Scheme in 1720, it was a bubjble 
that occafioned many vain hopes and many great 
Jofles. «' The people pf Scotland," fays Bifliop 
Burnet, '< loft almoft two hundred tboufand ppnnds 
•* fterling upon the projeft, beCdes all the imagina- 
" ry treafure they had promifed xhemfelvps from it,*' 
The mifcarriage of this undertaking was partly im* 
putcd to King William's averfion to it ; who, con- 
vicced, it fceras, that the fettlement of a Scotch Co- 
lony iu Darien would be contrary to his treaties with 
Spain, had. fcnt orders, fccrctly indeed, to the Eng- 
lifli plantations, to have no intercoarfe with the 
Scorch colonifts at Darien. Whatever were the 
political caufes of fo great a difappoinrmcnt, the ef- 
feels were evident. The nation was iaipovcri(hed ; 
the complaints of the people againft the EngJifli were 
louder than ufual ; and the patriotic fpeakers in the 
Parliamcnr, fuch as Mr. Fletcher of Salton and Lord 
Belhaven, employed their eloquence in laying open 
the art'.fice and irjufticc that were praftifed by the 
Ecglifh in oppofing iha: enterprifc. Lord Belhav- 
en, in bis noted fpcech againft the treaty of an in- 
corporating Union mentions this affair in the follow- 
ing manner. " The firft notice the Englifli feem- 
*' ed to take of us was fn our affair of Caledonia. 
" When they had effcftually ruined that defign, in 
" a manner very well known to the world,, they 
" kept themfclves q^iiet during the time of our com-* 
*« plaints on tbac head." 

This 



Sf A D VE RTISE M E N T. 

This little hifiory faggefts a very feafonable ad- 
taonition to the inhabitants of thefe lands, at a time 
vhen the mod alarming afpeA of providence feetns 
hardly to give any check to abounding iniquity. 
The Lord is manifefting his great difpleafure with 
ns; powerful foreign enemies threaten us; our dif- 
fentions at home are likely to render us an eafy prey 
to them : but ftill, among all the expedients that 
the directors of our public affairs propofe for better- 
ing our condition, there is not one with refped to 
a national reformation. The language of this na- 
rative is, Nay^ but except ye repent^ ye Jljall all 
liiem/e perijb. Let us remember the fate of thefe 
colonifts, whofe wickedncfs was no Icfs than their 
misfortunes. 

GLASGOW, 

' Not. 3d, 1779. 
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P R E, F A C E 

TO THE 

READER 



THE Author of ihefe following Memoirs hav- 
ing been an Eye-wimefs of many of the tra- 
gical paflages of Providence, and exercifed with a 
fliare of the many calamicies that befei bis couocry- 
men abroad^ in the wildernefs and on the fea, was 
the more capable to give an account of particulars 
relating to the defign of Caiedonia^ And what pa(^ 
fages he did not fee himfelf, thefe he relates as he 
bad them delivered by credible perfons, who were 
Eye-witneffes of them when they occurred. And 
the Author being the only perfon of all the mini- 
fters who were fcnt abroad upon the fervicc of Ca- 
ledonia, that lived to return to his native county ; he 
reckoneth bimfelf, upon that account, the more 
concerned to prefcrve the memory pf this follow- 
ing hiftory ; both for bis own inftruf^ion many ways, 
Bs alfo for the fatisfaAion of others, who may de- 
fire to be impartially informed of thefe matters, as 
they happened. He being in this cafe, not unlike 
one of Job's fervants and meifengers, remarkably 
preferved from the general calamities, that he may 
livt fome fenfe fay, / only am efcaped alone to tell 
tbee : There being fev^ral particulars in this enfu- 
ing;;*account, and thefe not unworthy of remem- 
brance, which none now alive, are capable to give 
a relation of, beiides himfelf. 

Th e Readers of this Narrative will come by a 

cheap and eafy kuQwledge of thefe many difmal oc- 
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cnrrences of proTidence, beyond what the writer*, 
with nilcr^cibers who faw and felt them> aud had 
their (hare therein, did meet with» and had the trial 
of. "Which, if they will duly confider it^ muft 
needs ftir op bowels of pity and commiferation, to- 
ward fuch as they may perceive have been fo af- 
flifled and diflrefled ; and humble thankfgiviog to 
God for his tliftinguifhtng goodnefs toward them- 
felves, beybnd whatfome of their Countrymen have 
met with ; befides other ulefrf inftruftions, which 
they may learn hence, and are in part hinted at in 
thele following Memoirs and reflexions thereupon. 

Moreover, the Author of this relation reck- 
ons himfelf deeply obliged in point of gratitude to 
his great prcfcrver and deliverer, to preferve and 
leave this following account, as fome token and mo- 
nument of his humble gratitude to the Lord God 
of bis Salvation, for the many wonders of his mer- 
cy, diftingulfhing favour, and gracious condaft of 
fatherly Providence toward himfelf, beyond many 
others ftronger and better than he. That the Lord 
who leads the blind in a way they know notj led him 
by a right way, guided him by many fad calami- 
ties and ruining difafters, was his healer in trou* 
hle^ gave his angels charge over him to keep him in all 
his ways 9 and underneath were the ever la/ling arms : 
and, When he cried unto the Ij)rd in trouble^ he 
heard him and delivered him from his deJlruStions^ 
and as his day tuas^ fo he made his flrength to be^ 
and at length returned him to his own country. — 
Here therefore he defires to fet up bis EBENE- 
ZER» Pfat; cvii. 8. Oh that men would praife fbe 
Lord for his goodnefs^ and for his wonderful works 
to the children of men / 
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t 7 1 
THE 

HISTORY OF DA RIEN5 

Giving a Dcfcription of that COUNTRY, ati 
Account of the Attempts of the COMPA* 
NY OF SCOTLAND to Settle a COLONY 
in that Place, and a Relation of fomc of the ma- 
ny Tragical Difafters which attended that De- 
sign. 

DA R I E N is a Counrry of tb^ Wctt-Indicsi 
upon the main concinent of America^ ficaate 
upon thait famous ifibnius which joins the great Penh 
infulas of north and (buth America imoone great 
continent. This iHboius is (bmetimes called the i(lh« 
mus of Darien, foroetitnes the ifthmus "of PanaiB»9 
from the name of the chief city therein ; and laorc 
.anciently it went by the name of Terra^firma, be- 
caufe it was the firft main land of America^ difco^ 
vered by the Spaniards. That fpot of it which the 
Scots fettled upon, and n^uned CALEDONIA, 
. is iituate toward the foutberly part of this ifthmii», 
diftant about ilxteen leagues from the gulpbof D^^ 
rien, or gulph of Uraba^ lying fouth-eaft from it, 
its latitude is about eight degrees northerly. To 
the north it bath Jamaica, diftant from it about 200 
leagues : To the eaftward it hath Cartbagena^ ^ 
bout 50 leagues off : And to the weftward, Porto- 
bell upon the nortb-iide of this ifthmus about 40 
leagues, and Panama on the fouth-lide, ac fome fui>- 
ther diftance ; and to the fouth-ward lyetb SanAa- 
Maria about ao leagues. So that the $panifli fe^- 
tiemenu were neighbouring to it on all bands, fave 
A a the 
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the north : And indeed it was the great unhap^ 
pinefs of our new colony, that it was planted too 
near fuch bad neighbours, our utter enemies, too 
many and too ftroqg for tis, to have to do withal, 
in oilr weak and infant (late. 

r It is a country mod partly mountainous and bill/t 
and that even to the (hore, which licth along fouth- 
eaft and t^orth-weft ; the mountains extend them- 
felves in ridges parallel with the (hore, the lower 
ridge of mountains being next to the (hore, and this 
ridge again backed and intercepted with a higher 
ridge of mountains running parallel with the for- 
mer, with interjacent valleys and mar(hes betweea 
them ; and fo fuccefEvely, the farther inlands 
you go, (till the ridges of mountains afcend the 
higher. . Accordingly I find Geographers generally 
defcribing this whole American ifthmus, to be full 
of mountains and mar(he$, and its air to be conti- 
nually cloudy and dark, and very hot withal, which 
renders it very unhealthy, efpecially in the wet fea- 

^ fon, from April to November inclufively. 

The country is wholly clad with thick and tall 
woods, being a continued forreft, as the moft part 
of America is : The trees here arc many of them of 
a vaft bignefs, fomc we obferved to be of five, fix, 
and feven fathoms about ;, and nearer the (hore, we 
perceived the trees to be bigger than farther up 
the cotintry* The woods here are in fome places 
very thick, entangled and interwoven with withes, 
fo that it is very dijEcult and uneafy travelling thro' 

ii- them ; many of the moTjntains are very fteep and 
fharp, and narrow at the top, much refembling the 
ridgeofa houfc : the valleys for the moft part about 
this place are not very broad between the moun- ' 
tains ; but by the banks of the little rivers of Ada 
the greater, and Ada the lefler, there is a pretty 
confiderable bounds of valley and plain ground. 

Thfi foil in thefe parts about cur fettlemcnt, is 
generally a ftroqg deep earth and clayey, intermixed 

with 
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xnth fand in fome places, and if fubdued and cul* 
tivated, would be abundantly fertile of all that i; 
proper for this climate. Along the (hore here^ the 
coaft is generally rocky, with a mixture of rocks^ 
which they call Coral Rocks ^ among which alfo are 
fome pleafant bays of fand, fcattered up and dowub 
One thing obfervable we remarked near the place v 
of our fort. That the roots of trees cut down fome- 
time ago, feemed to be petrified and turned into 
{lone, refembling the natiHre of the rocks by die Tea* 
fide, and retaining withal the marks aad likeqi^fs of 
the grain of the wood in them. .; ; - ; 

It was a fpot of low ground where our men fet^ ^ 
led and built their Fort ; a fort pf earth mixecji with 
fand. It was wet marfliy ground about it in the rai^ 
ny feafon. Adjacent to the Fort, there was about the 
fpace of half a mile level ground, and then the Hills 
afcended to the eaft and north-eafi. To the fouth« 
eaft of the Fort lay the Bay, which was the road 
and harbour for their (hips; This Bay is about three 
miles deep, and about half a mile broad, and ia 
fome places broader. The entry into this harbour -^ 
wasdif&cult and dangerous by reafon of rocks that 
that lay near the middle of the channel ; and it- 
was the more difficult and hard getting out of it, by 
reafon of the winds blowing right into it, through 
the whole dry feafon. The neck or Pen-infula of 
land, which made the Bay, was but narrow, about 
a mile over, where broadeft : and at the head of ttie 
Bay, far narrower, fcarce half a mile over : And 
it is about three miles in length. This neck of land 
is from end to end, generally all hilly and very ir- 
regular ground. The hills here, as well as the val- 
leys, are all covered with tall and thick woods, and 
fome of the hills are clayey ground even to the top, 
and afford free ftone. 

Weft ward from our Fort about eight miles, by the 
banks of the rivers of Ada the greater, and Ada 
Ithekfier, Over againft Prandies Bay, there is a 
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to We Bis'^iftit (f fhi 

pktolWnt tt^& 6f plain j|;rboti^, ind attibtig tftc tvoods 
tiefeabobt', dre ttiafty Oratigd-trecls to be found', 
frtfrm^&vc^-oiir men ufecf to fcftch Oranges, whil^ 
Wt atk)d« ky CatekioDia. 

The watcrirfg-pfice bcfoogjitlig to otir Fort, was 
Ml ?t fmzKI rivuler, and aldoioft b^If a mile diftant 
fft^efroAi, \*^hi(^h wa^ a gi'ciit difadvatitage to our 
iMii in tlSis place, erpccially when the Spaniards bjr 
idtfd apprddchcd oar Fof i, atid fnicrcepted our wa- 
tiylog-ptece ftpmiri; fe^i^'iny water which we couM 
dig for whhitf the Fort, was but bracki(h and un- 
wbolefome. 

' It' &'][>ret*y tciPrtifkabic that the Trade wrads htive 
tot their dtie atid ordrciary cburfe upon* this coad of 
iWrldb,- as they have irt the other fomherd coafts 
ef America : For wbereas upon other coafts, and 
lc?en fbrae leagues to the nonn-ward 6f Darien, the 
true Tradd wind blows ordinarily about eaft. Here 
kl Darien, the wind is tatiable fomctime^ at norrh^ 
add fomeiiiBcs at north-weft ; and in the wet time, 
oft'cij at fouih and fotith-eaft. The reafon feems to 
be, becaufe tbiscoaft lies toward the entrance of a 
deep Bay, and becaufe of (he high mountsiins on 
ibe fides thereof, which may poflSbfy mar the coUrfe 
©f the true Trade wind. And on chis account alfo 
it is, that our harbour of Caledonia was none of tbe 
rooft comraddious ; for fhips could eafify get into 
if;, but not foeafily geit out again; becaufe id the 
dry time, the wind her* is ordinarily abour north, 
and f6 blows right into the harbour ; fo that (hips, 
cipecially 6f a greater bulk, can bardly then ge^- 
otit. This, thai French {brj> that came into this 
liarbour, in the time of the fifft colony, found to 
bercoft; when endearduring to get our, (he was 
forced npon the rocks ort the weft fide of this Bay, 
;ind broken to pieces, and fev6ra( of her men loif. 
The diffdrcbt feafons of th^ y.eaf in this place, 
are the wet time and dry. The wor, or rainy fea- 

foQj begins ordiimrily aboat tha lactet end of Marc V 

or 



4»r ;begiQt)ing of ApcU, ^nd .C9^tu;iu«i8. tiH the Jm^T 
<nd of No.vc;mber. Xt^ i»i|JS hf^re Wic iqiaetifn^i 
Tcry heavy, ^n4 laft fciiieral .^ays tpgi»b«;r, .toeing 
accoropaoUd with much thuodcr s^od iigbtemag*-^- 
This wet f^afop U tjbic ,nK>ft fickly tinpc pf tbe^year, 
which is prpbably caufed thi-pugh tbci gre^it OuAoeft 
and jCaclmDfjfs of the air in thiSfiime, 5»hc!QCc pro- 
ceed fulphurepys d.ai^ps aipd T?ipf>Vtr,s, ariljpg &0111 
.the Riarihy and drowned gcpund^ whjicti icioodor il 
.very yah^alihy, cfpccially tp ftrsmgcar^. 

Th(j dry feafoa of jth^ year begins wi«b Dqcew- 
:ber, apd Jafts t'^I abo^t the Utter f^d of Matcht 
then rain is feldoQiii eTpeQiaily near ihe iboce* aad 
the ground pacdbed ^nd dry. Then :are cool^fceAi 
breez<;s of wiod from north and nor,th-.^efl, which 
difpel tUef^ noifome yapcHJ^rs, purge :tbc Wf ^and 
render it impric h^akby than the wet sti^nne. DAring 
this feafoQ, .t|be heat is pretty ipoderj^te and ^colcra- 
ble ; which inay be fjurther ^pccafi<H)ed« be.catkfe ^Otc 
iky in cbi^ coyniry i^iclpady for the grjeaier part of 
the year, eyen in this dry jtiniiey whor^ che bot 
.refieAioDspf the Sqn are much aUay.ed and abated. 
The beft time tp plant here is towar^d the latter cad 
of the wet time, V.hep ijhe raiqg begin t;a ^decreafe, 
and then follows thcfir barveft in the dry time, .«- 
Specially of their Indian qorq. 

The Indian^ who arc the nauvies of this pla^^ 
are a poor)Qaked people, contented with their ftate, 
and feldp^i thoughifnl for to niiprrdw, as the Spa-* 
Bi(h hMlorian, (Peter Martyr) obCer^etb of thenj, 
in bis Decades^ F'S^c 254. That they want our waa- 
, ton fuperflnicies, not haying Arabian odours, pec- 
fumes and grange fpices, con tehtiogthemfeWes with 
fuch things as naturally grow in their country ; 
they live morp cheerfully, in better health, aod 
are more lufty and ftrpng in their old age« They 
< have fmall care to pleafe cfacir appetites with divefa 
. and fqndry dainty meats : A little fufficeth them : 
And indeed there is no want in th& want of fnper- 

. fluiiies. 
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fluidef • CNatura pouch contenta.) Tbey app^r 
not CO be aumerous in this coontry. They are of a 
middle ftamre, inclioing to the left, efpecially their 
women, and not fo tall, lofty and numerous, as the 
lodians are, id other places of South America. — 
There were no Indians dwelling upon that neck of 
Land where our people fettled ; but about feven 
ot eight miles diftant thence, to the weftward, there 
are feveral villages of Indians, by the brooks of A- 
da the greater and the lefs ; as are alio to the 
fouth*eaft of our Fort, by Caret-bay ri?er. For 
generally the Indians dwell by the fides of rivers, and 
ufe often to waih themfelves therein, both men and 
WomeUi old and young ; which they ordinarily prac« 
ti(e both rooming and evening : Being generally all 
both old and young, very good fwimmers. They 
feem to be a pretty cleanly people, both in their 
bodies, and in dreffing and eating their food, wa(h^ 
ing before they eat ; though withal, they feed after 
a very homely manner, in eating their flabbery 
meat with their bare fingers, without fpoons.*— 
Their weapons are bows and arrows, and woodea 
fwords. They pra^tife polygamy, efpecially their 
chief men, who have fome of them two or three 
wives together. Their women are but of litde tta- 
tufe, and marry very young, when about tweliv 
years of age, as it is alfo the cuftom of the Indians 
to do, in other parts of America. Their language 
is a fort of guttural fpeech, and difficult for ftran- 
gers to pronounce. Their houfes are but mean, 
boilt of timber, all open by the fides and ends, 
and only covered on the roof with Plantane leafs, 
which are broad and long, to defend from the' fan 
and rain. Their beds are hammocks bung up by 
the two ends, which they make themfelves of cot« 
x^m wool, that grows in plenty here. When they 
go to flccp by night, they have commonly a fire by 
them, which is ufeful both to keep off* wild beafts 
from them, and to drive away hurtful damps. 

They 
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They, are natarally a ?ery flothfol people^ and 
lat>our but little. They (ubdoe aod plaiu bat 
fmall parcels of laod^ fo much as ierves their pre- 
fcDt nccc^Ity ; fo that their habitations are but lit- 
tle opeo fpacec clearedi io the mulft of vaft, thick, 
tajli and folitary woods^ which, like a high wall, cn« 
compaiTcth tbein rourtd about. They may joflly 
be compared to an Owl in the defart, and the Pe- 
lican of the wilderncfs, that do not fee when good 
coiueth. Tliey do indeed inhabit the dark places 
of the .earth, on more account^ than ane. The 
main things which ihey plant and live upon, are 
Flantdnes, whereof they make drink as well as 
food, Bananos, Caflavy roots, Indian corn, Fota* 
toes* Yams, &c. The men are n^ucfa given to 
huntiog and fiibing, whereby they purchafe a gocyl 
part of their food. Their wives perform the mod 
part of iheir drudgery work, io planting, t^riogiog 
home their provifions, and drdCiig their food.-*^ 
They ha?e our £brt of duoghtll fowls abocu titelr 
tiouies. Some of the Indians wear bits of gold 
bung at their nofes, beaten into )tl;in pia^es, and 
ear^riogs of goijd« In general, xhey ieem xo be 
a preity modelt fort of people, coniidering them as 
wild Pagans, and are for the mofi pari, better af-^ 
fe£ted to any oibe;* nation of Enrjopews, than to the 
Spaniards. 

We could not obferv,6 that tbey badanyrdigioua 
worQiip amoi)g them; but if they iitoc(hip any ^hiikg 
it is the devil, whofe vaffdls and ilavcs they zffi ; for 
rhey have amoug them forcerers and conjurers, who 
io fQme parts of America are called Powowesj thefe 
they ordinarily ule toconfulr, inibeir weighty and 
d^fficulc cafes ; as for jj)ftaiice, if ihey be Gck, if 
ibey be going to war againli their eQemies, if t^ey 
wotjld know the fuccefo'ol future events, &c. And 
indeed, ibmetimesxhe devil gives xbem rv fponfesj 
"which fall out accordipgly ; whereof we had an ex- 
periment wj^iic we wer^e in Caledraia, for.fome .of 
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them told U8| that fo many ibips ibonid come into 
our harbour, and afterwards we (hould be gone fdr 
Jamaica : Which came to pafs accordingly. 

Their manner of fmoakiog Tobacco^ is pretty 
odd : They make no ufe of pipes, but take the to^ 
bacco in Jea?es, and roll up a long twift thereof, a-^ 
bout an ell long, leafing it hollow in the middle, 
and making it fmaller at one end than the other ; 
then when they delire to kindle this roll, they fie 
round, about a dozen of them, in a ring, this roll is 
fired at one end, the other end they put into their 
mouths, and fo draw the fmoke. And this roll they 
hand about from one to another, and when their 
mouths are full of fmoke, they blow it into one a- 
iiothers faces, going thus round the whole com- 
pany. 

As to what coucems the fruits and produfi of this 
country, there is little more can be faid thereof^ 
than what is common to the other Weft* India plan* 
tations in America : For here are to be found, In* 
dian corn, Plantanes, Bananos, Tams^ Potatoes, 
Caffavy roots, (whereof they make very wholcfome 
bread, and yet, which is ftrange, the juice of this 
root when raw, is rank poifon ; but when boiled, 
becoifles wholcfome for ufe) and fe? eral other roots 
ufefd for food. Here are alfo good ftrong Sugar- 
canes, Cotton-wopl trees, Pepper trees, fuch as are 
common to the Weft-Indtes, Raccowor Notta trees, 
the fruit whereof is good for dyeing red ^ there are 
▼cry good Fine^apples, "reckoned the moft delicate 
fruit of the Indies, and very good Melons, with O- 
ranges alfo in fome places, and Cocker-nut trees. 
Lime trees alfo. ^ 

As fof the wild produft of this country, there is 
a great variety of trees and fhrubs, many more than 
Europeans know the names of ; among which there 
are Cedar trees, Locuft and Bullet trees, wild Cot- 
ton trees of a vaft bignefs, Cabbage trees. Palmet- 
to trees, Maccaw trees, fuU of (harp prickles, like 

needles. 
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needles, Mangroye trees^ that grow by the fliore, 
and io the waier, as well as out of it, with a vafl: 
number more ; where it may be obfer?ed» that ge« 
oerally all the fruits, trees and plants of the Weft-In« 
dies, are of a quite different fpecies from ours, in 
tbefe colder European climates. It i» obfer?able al- 
foy that much of their wood in the Weft-Indiesy 
is (o hard and heavy, that it finks in the water like 
a ftone ; ftrangers to thefe parts of the world may 
learn here alfo, that thefe fouthern parts of the 
world enjqy a continual Summer, the woods and 
trees are always green, for as (bme leaves drop off, 
others are growing on. There is little variatioa 
betwixt the length of days and nights, but are a1« 
mod of an equal length all the year long ; and of 
fome fruits, they reap two crops in the yean 

Concerning the Beftials of this country, there^is 
great variety. Here are to be found many wild 
Hogs, and Deer in the woods, many Monkies, Mer- 
mofites and Baboons ; here are alfo Tygers ; here 
isa beall called au Anc-Bear, becaufe it feeds alle- 
nerly upon Ants, which it doth, by (hooting forth 
lis long tongue upon an Ant hill, and when the 
Ants have crept in full number upon it, this crea« 
ture pulls in its tongue covered with Ants, and fo it 
lives. Here alfo is a remarkable creature called by 
the Englifh a Sloath^ and by the Spaniards Pigri^ 
tia ; fo nfimed juftly from the dull, fluggifli nature 
of it, being of a very flow motion ; it is fomewhac 
fhaped like a cat, but of a larger body, and hath 
very long claws ; it is a great fleeper, and even when 
It moves, looks drowfy-like, asif it werehalf-fleep- 
ing. Here are alfo a great number of troubleforae 
inrefts,efpecially the country is full of Ants, Wood- 
lice and Munketas, all which are common through 
the Weft-Indies. 

Here are alfo, great variety of Fowls, particular- 
ly, nuQierous flocks of Parrots, and Patakirs, and 
B a Macas ; 
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Miffcai ; alfo many forts of Sea*Fowk| particularly a 
' large Fowl czUedz Pelican. 

Therfc is here alfo in the waters, both fair aAd 
ireOi, great variety ind plenty of ¥ifh. Our men 
caught fome of them, and they found them to be 
fw^eter and ^better than ours at boaae. Here isr a 
large creature in the waters called a Manaied^ add 
by foiDc a fta-Cow^ becaufc its head fonriewhat re» 
fctnbles that creature ; it is of a vaft bigneft, and 
good for food. Here alfo, (near Golden Ifland) 
arc toany Sea Tortoifes to be caught. This is a 
kind of amphibious creature, iJTing both in the Wa« 
ter^ and on the land. They catch them in the fea 
with nets; and at feme fcafons they come afliore 
on fandy banks to lay tjieir Eggs, whereof they lay 
near a Bufhel, and then cover them in a hole which 
they dig in the fand, leaving them to be hatched by 
the heat of the Sun, At thefe times men watch 
thetn^ and turn them upon their backs, and then 
they qannot recover tbemfe! vcs again. Thefe Tor* 
toifes are very wholdfome food, and contain feverai 
forte of meat in them. The fcamen fay they have 
three hearts. Some of them are fo large, as to fuf- 
ficc thirty or forty men to dine upon. There is al-^ 
fo here to be found, another fort of thefe creatures, 
jcalled Land'Tortoife^ bccaufe they live moftly upon 
the land ; but they are not fo large as the fea ones. 
Thefe Tortoifes are m fliape fomewhat refembling 
a Frog. 

As concerning Gold mines in this cotinrry, our 
ipcople of the laft colony did not dlfcovcr kny upon 
this fpor, during their abode there : And I bat^ 
beard froor an old underilanding Indian,- Captain 
Pedro, tha"t he knew of none in that place where 
the Scots were, biit that the Gold mines Were near- 
er the fouth Sea, toward SanAa M^iriaj and farther 
up the gulph of Daricii. 

Some may queftion. Whether this place of the 
Scots Settlement be a he^^ltby country, yea or nor, 

fo 
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fo lb tit an European cdcmy cdnld t&ftifc in it ^on 
this fcore i In anfwer wbcreunto^ it nisiy h6 i'i^ 
marked, / .; . . 

1. Tbat our conncrymen who went thitbcr firft 
to fcrtle, though for fome time after their arrifal 
there, they were pretty healthy, yet afterwards 
proved very fickly, and nlany of them dJei 

2. Our people who went thither' :ibdtti a! yeir 
after, were generally very fickly through the 'i^hole 
time of their abode there ; and it proved a gravie 
to many of them, and that c?en in the dry and heal-- 
thieft lirac of the yean ' 

3. They fay that in the wet tinc?e here, even thie* 
Indians themfelvcs are fickly, and keep their houfes. 
And they being a people but few in number, anfd 
their wives not havibg many children, feems to bb 
an indication that this js none of the healthieif cli* 
mates. 

4. When the Spatiiards came againft us in March 
1700, they all gave it the charafter of a vtry ficfc* 
ly place, and manifefted no deflrc to ftay there. 

5. After that we bad left that place, and the 
Spaniards bad taken pofleiEon of it, in a (hort fiooe, 
they alfo became very fickly, and buried many of 
their men there, ai i leafned by a Janraica ftoop, 
that had come from thence, while onr Ihips were 
lying at Jamaica. 

6. Nombre dc Dhs and Fortobet^ upon the fame 
American ifthmus, are both very fickfy places ;••-• 
therefore the Spaniards dc;ferted Nombre dc Dios ; 
and at Portobel, they have but a few inhabitants, 
mainly for the lake of the Garrifon there^ to defend 
their treafure traufported thither from Panama \ fi> 
that meer nectflhy oHigeth them to keep it. 

7. 1 have heard this place, even by old Priva- 
teers themfelves reputed a Yery fickly phce : And 
that when they heard of our fettling th^ere, they 
feared we would not thrive in that place* ' 

8. Whcti 
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8* Wheo^our people were.tbere lad, we had this 

.experienpeof ic^ That lo\ong as opr men lodged a- 

l>oard the fliips» they were more healthy ; but as 

ifcMOo as tiusy c^me aihore, and took up their abode 

1^ their huts, they became (ickly, and grew daily 

^fakpr,. 

9. Ogllbh^ in his hidory of America, Page ^99. 
fays of Darien, That though it be of a more tem'. 
perate ajir ^han Panama, y^t it is muqh iofeffed by 
ihe UQWholefomoefs of the air, through the many 
fiinking damps that arife from the muddy pools ; 
and the inhabitant; ar? fickly, and never attain to a 
great age.. 

10. Co/lier, in his hiftpfical Diftionary, fays of 
Darien, That by reafon of the excei^ve rains and 
unwholefome air, it is not habitablet 

1 1. But let 1}$ ]\t^r the teftimony of a more an- 
ient author, ihatwrote near two hundred years ago, 
jn the year 1514 ; that is, Peter Martyr in his De^ 
fades^ of the firft Plantations of the Spaniards in 
America, Chap. I^. Page 222, He faith, That 
ppon the north (hore of that American idhmus, the 
Spaniards have three colonies, 6an£la Maria Anti^ 
qua upon the river Darien ; and fecoi^d, Acla^ leatr 
<d more wefterly ; and third, Nombre dc Dios^ to 
|he weft ward of the former. |^But all thcfe three 
are long (ince deferted by the Spaniards,] 

PagjS 127, 128. He fays of Darien, That the 
yat is more peftiferous thati in Sardis : the SpanKh 
inhabitants are all pale and yellow, like them that 
have the yellow Jaundice ; which temper of air, 
faith he, cometh not fo much from the places lying 
pe^r the Equinodial linei as frotn the particular po- 
fitionofthis place, and tbe nature of the foil; it^ 
l>eing fituate in a deep valley, and environed with 
hills on every (Ide. And further alfo, the nature 
pf the fpil here being compaffed abqut with muddy ^' 
and ftinking marOies, the infeAion whereof is much 
jnprpafe4 by the heat; their habitations therefore 

in 
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10 Darieo, are perDictouSv^o^holefoxDe and JDOi^ 
rigeous« i 

Agaioi Page 6^. He faith of Daricii^^-That ic 
was reported, that the air is there uowhoIfome»%be^ ' ; 
caufe that part of the region, lieih ia a lowyalley, 
environed with mountaios and iparibes. Thus far 
Feter Martyr. 

Another reafon of the bowbolefoninefs of this 
place, may be, becaufe as was noted above,, this 
country lying in aBay^ and being f6 environed with 
mountains, the true Trade- winds have not their x 
free courfe here ; and further, in the wet time 
here, it is often quite calm, and then the air ismoft 
iufeftious. 

So that it feems, it may be faid of Darien, Thou, >^ 
Land, devoured meh, and eateft up thy inhabitants. 
No wonder then, though our colony neither did^ 
nor could thrive, fuppofe no other enemy in the 
world had molefted them. ^ 

This preceding account of the Natives^ Animals^ 
Fruits and Products of this climate, the Author is 
the better capable and able to give, becaufe he did 
formerly fojourn forfeverai years, in the fonthern 
parts of America; even in a country nearer the 
£quino£lial line. than Caledonia in America is, viz^ 
In the river oiSurrinam on the coaft of Gjuiana, S# 
Lat. 5« Deg. lo. Minutes. 

THE Firft .arrival of the Scots at Darien, with 
a colony, was about November ad, 1690. They 
had about twelve hundred men aboard* .. Thefy con-* 
tinned fome time upon the place, before they fixed 
upon the particular Spot where to fcKle and build 
their Fort : At length they concluded to fettle u* 
pon that corner of the neck of land that faceth nigh« 
eft to the entry into this road and harbour, and cal- 
led it Forf Si. Andrew :- And then, (becaufe they 
were alarmed with reports about the Spaniards pre- 
parations, againft them) they wrought the poor men 

very 
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•vecy iaxAt even oo the Lord's day, as wdl as other 
days. 

:: Someume^fcer their arrival bere^fbeie was a 
French ibrp came into their harbour^ After fome 
Aayiicre, the faid (hip dodeavx^uring to get oat a- 
gaiato tfea,^flie was ibrough the cro^aefs of the 
iiviodi driven a&ore upon the rocks, on the Wcfl- 
Ude of thisffiuy t the (Up (laved to> piecesi and fe-- 
jveral of the men were loft. This fl)ip had oa board 
of her, ioEne Money and Fl;ite ; conceroiog which 
Ibave < heard' fome fay^ that .wjere then upon tbie 
piace. That fame of the chief of .the Caledonian 
officers, Jtnade their x)vn gain, by what they could 
fearch out of the faid wreck, after the furviving 
French, were gone hence; and that this wealth which 
ibme of them acquired by tiys means, had evil ef- 
StStz upon the after fuccefs and continuance of the 
colony tn this places 

Among other things that contributed to the iil 
JoccefsoF this colony, tbisfeems to have been one, 
4batthe govemnient theceof was put into the hands 
tof many; and not mainly entrufted with one emi^ 
ment and welUc[ualified perfon. Accordingly, the 
:xvil efie£b hereof foon began to appear in this in* 
iantxobny, for an evil fpirit of diviiion foon broke 
«ol]t among cheir coundellors and leading men, ^ot 
Capita, tot SenUntiog. This caufed jarrings, divifi- 
ons, bitternefs and mifunderftandings among them: 
iSo within a while, fome of their counfeliors being 
fineafy,. went off and left the place: And a fclfiih 
^nd private ipirit and intercft prevailing among 
.them that were left behind, beyond a generous 
jninding of the public good ; all things foon began 
H;oiia.ve an evil afpeS with reference to the couti- 
<oued fettlement and profpecity of thisdeftgn* 

iW.faat other moft remarkabJe occurrences did at- 
tend them while they continued in this place, and 
*as we learned them from thofe who were then upod 
4hc place, were as folIoWetb- 

Soon 
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Soon artct tbcfir arriv^l^ tHii chief Itidlads here 
beiog friendly to them, welcomed them to fettle 
in their country, and confcflted to a Grant unto 
them of that phce and lands adfacent, our cpanfel- 
tors fatisfyin^ them therefore to their full comeb^^ 

CaptJ^in Pmcarton, in the Icaft of tHcif veflcl?, 
wiih about thirty men on board, goini; along the 
coaft, toward fome of the windward lfladdU» ftrpck 
his ?cffel opon fome roClfs not far frdna ^arthage-^ 
oa, whereby (he became fo leaky, that they vcre 
fo ced to run hito Carihagena to fave their lives, 
where they were made prif oners by the Spaniarcisi 
and had their veifet fei^ed. Spn^e o^f thofe piea 
were afierward releafed,*upon the capitulation made 
whh the Spaniards on March 3 ift, nop. 

They had one fmati ikirmifli with fome 3pan1ard[$ 
that came down near their vicinity, either tbfpy 
their condition and ftrength, or to fee if they cqul4 
apprehend any of their ftraglers in the \)(^pod^' .or 
to entice the Indians to forfake our men. Ouut 
counfefiors being informed of this by their fticndly 
neighbouring Indians, fent forth about ^ hundred 
and 6fty men againft them, under the comftuind pf 
pptain. Montgomery ; and when our men had come 
icar the place wnere they darkened themfelv^s i^ 
the. thick woods, two Spaniards whom they had be« 
fore apprehended, being in company wii|;i our men, 
and knowing where their countrymen lay hid, gave 
aihout; whereupon the Spaniards prefcntly' fired 
upon our men, killed about'two, and wounded four- 
teen of them, the Spaniards prefemly retiring : fp 
^hat our men never got a fight of chem, becaufe of 
the thickets of the Woods ; iboiigb our men alfb fir* 
•cd toward them, but coiilJ not tell what damage 
*lheir fire had done ibem. Some days after, our 
flfien apprehended one of their of&cers, and having 
kept him fome days a prifoner,. did afterwards let 
him go home, accompanied with fome of our men, 
to keep him from barm by o ur Indian fiicods, but 
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cm men that conyeyed him. were never more 
iicard of. 

They were exercifed wiih fore licknefs and mor^ 
taltty among their men, after they had been feme 
time upon the place. They had about feventy 
men that died bfnhe way, in their voyage hither : 
But they fay fhey buried near three hundred men, 
during their (lay here. 

They had taken, and made prize of fome Peria-* 
go6 with Indian corn from the Spaniards upon this 
coafty which proved afterwards of great ufe to 
them, when they were in a flrait upon their voyage 
hence. 

AU the time of their abode here^ which was up- ' 
wards of feven months, they fay they had never fo 
miich as one Letter or Veflbl from Scotland, which 
Was a great difcouragement to them, and no good 
policr in our DireAors at home. And it was an 
awful frown upon this defigo, the fhipwreck of that 
Veflel which was fent from Ciyde^ about January 
1699 ; in order to go for the colony, and it's mis- 
carrying in the undertaking. 

They had two minifters fent along With them, 
viz. Mr James and Mr Scot. But as they had fma^ 
comfort among 4faem, while they were in their codP 
pany ; fo it pleafed the Lord foon to remove them 
from among thofe that defpifed them and their 
wo^k : For Mr James died at fea, before their ar* 
rival, and Mr Scot died ihortly after their arrival. 

Oq the 20th day of June 1699^ tiiey all diibdg- 
cd, and left Darien. Ck)ncert)ing the caufes of 
their defer tmg this place, we heard various reports: 
I h card by one of their couQfellors, Captain Tho- 
mas Drummondi that it was becaufe of the greac 
ficknefs and mortality that raged among their men, 
whereby they weire brought & low, that they had . 
difficulty to nod men able to (land centry, and keep 
the watch ; and therefore were far more unable to 
refift the Spaniards, with the fears of whom they 
.Were daily alarmed by the Indians. Others again 
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fatd that it was fcarcity and want of provifions ; and 
that the king's proclaniation prohibiting trade ynth 
them from any of the EngK(h plantations, did mnch 
difcourage them, and had a hand in their deferting 
the place. I have heard others fay, that they were 
defigoed to leave the place, before ever they heard 
of the Proclamation. Again, 1 beard others confi- 
dently relate, that the private gain which fome of 
iheir leading men had made to themfelves out of the 
French wreck above-mentioned, had evil influence 
upon them, in making them prefer their private ends 
before the public caufe they were engaged in : fee- 
ing they had now acquired fome wealth to them* 
fclves, they were not willing to adventure them- 
felves any longer in fuch uncomfortable circumftan- 
ces in this wildernefs, but made what difpatch they 
could, to get out of this fpot, to a place of more 
accommodation, where they might fpend and enjoy 
the eon)fort of their new- gotten weahh. 

It was alfo of evil coofequence to this fettlement, 
that their counfellors and ^hjef men did not well ac- 
cord among themfelves : Befides, fome of the beft 
of them had gone oflf before, fo that ihofe who re- 
mained behind, had the more advantage and liber- 
ty now to play their own game ; aud they had the 
greater pretence alfo thus to do, having been fo 
Jong in Caledonia, and yet never got any advice or 
fup^yfrom Scotland. 

Whi^h of all thefe forementioned eaufes alleged 
of the defertion of Caledonia, was the true and 
main one ; or whether there was not a concur- 
rence of feveral of them ; or whether there might 
not be fome other more hidden fprings and fecrec 
eaufes thereof, 1 (hall not take upon me to deter- 
mine : But thus it came to pafs, that Caledonia was 
forfaken, and the vaft expences hitherto beftowed 
upon that defign,were mon:ly loft and came to noth- 
ing ; and this defertion did lay the ground of the 
mifcarrying and defeating of whatever following re- 
cruit and fupplies the company of Scotland fent lin- 
C « v^ 
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to thi« place. So great is the uncertainty and vsrai- 
t; of all hujod^n affairs, and the mod proaiiling-Iik^ 
defigns of the chiiiJreii of men. 

Sic frdnjit g1ori(f Muncfi.. 

When they took farewcU and failed from Darien, 
they Were ip all fourfkips toj^ethcr, Wz, the Cale- 
donia, the St Andrew, the Unicorn, and a Pink* 
But being once got but to fca, they never endea.- 
Voared to keep company, but every one made ihc 
bed of his way, (Jeering different coorfes, and fo 
Tooa loft fight oJTone another* The Pink turned 
Very leaky at fea, fothat the feamcn were, obliged 
to leave her, and come aboard of another of their 
fliips yet in their company ; fo this (hip was left to 
founder in the fea. 

The St Andrew [Captain Penny^cook her com* 
mander died at feal had a long and dangerous paf- 
iage, and at length got into Jamaica, having buri* 
cd bythe way above loo of their men. They 
came to anchor Btd at Blew-fidds in Jamaica, and 
Ih^y were fo weak and difabled, that they wer« 
btceflltated to hire feamen off the faid ifland, to 
bring her up to Port-royal harbour in Jamaica, and 
i^^erc (he remains in a ruinous and wreck-^like con* 
ditiotr. The Caledonia and Unicorn both gor (ifo 
to New- York, after a tedious and difRcult paffage ; 
tiicy loft at fea about 300 men. But tbofe of them 
that furvived, many of them recovered their health ; 
It being aheahhy climate, far preferable to Jamais 
ca: Wnereas the poor men that went to Jamaica, 
far-d much worfe, many of them dying there. Thq 
liuicorn lies ftill hear New- York in a ruinous con- 
dition ; But the Caledonia, at length, with the help 
of the Unicorn's men, got fafely home to Scotland, 
as w^ uad.erftood afterwards* This was the un-^ 
proiperous fate of thefe (hips and company coo-* , 
cerned therein , biit the fatalities attending this de<r 
iign of Caledonia, did not here end : As fad, yea^ 
Drprfe misfortupcs followed them that came after. 

Cale- 
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Caledonia being thus dererted, and left to her ^ 
former dcfolation, it was about eight WQcks afcert 
when there arrived two (hips from Scotland npon 
the place thus forfakeni with recruits^ of men and 
provifions tor the Colony » which were Captain 
Jamiefon and Captain Stark« But, ahis, their ar? 
rival was now too late ! for the bird$ were flown, 
and the neft left bare. The Company might now 
find the old Proverb verified, Sero fafiunt Phryj^es. 
Had this recruit and fupply come looner, theColo*» 
py might have flood ; But the counfel of the Lord 
mnfl (land. Men propofe, but Qod difpofetb.— « 
Thefe two Slips brought over about 300 men ; they 
lofl but few men by fea ; but when they came to 
the place, and found it defolate, it was a fad fur^^ 
prife unto them, and put them to a fland ; they 
were in doubtful fafp^ncc what to refolve upon. 
But within a few days after their arrival, Diviad , 
Providence frowned upon them, by a fad difafter. 
Captain Jamiefon's ffiip being loaded with provifi* 
ens and Brandy ; while fome were drawing Brandy 
in the Hold of the fiiip^ having a lighted candle 
with tbem,accidentally the fire ohhe candle catcbed 
hold of the Brandy, which forthwith flamed fo ter-^ 
ribly, that it fet the fliip on fire, and in a little time 
deflroyed both fliip and provifions. The wreck oi 
this fliip is yet to be fcen in (Caledonia harbour. 

This fatal accident having befallen this poor com< 
pany^ they were now rendered incapable toltay in 
this place, their provifions having been mofUy a« 
board of Jamiefon's fljip, which were now all loft^ 
This is now another awful rebuke upon this defigQ 
and Company concerned. Soon after, this, they re** 
folved to be gone from this place, and in order here* 
unto fhipped themfelves aboard of captain Stark*$ 
ihip : Only there were about fi:& men of them fo re« 
folute and bold, that they would tarry behind u- 
pon the place, and wait till the Rifing-Sun's parry 
fliould come hither : The captain therefore, lef? 
fome provifions vnth thcip, and they went and lived 

amoa^« 
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amoog the lodians, and upon bur arrival With the 
RifiDg-fun, we found moft of them alive. 

When this compaDy had got ready to fail, they 
fieered away for Jamaica ; they bqried but few men 
doriDe their (hort flay in Caledonia, bat after their 
trriYai at Jaroaioa, a great mortality bcfel them, and 
9S they reported, the greaceil part of tbem died 
there* 

Such fad calamities* and ruining difaflers befel this 
defign of Caledonia hitherto, and the poor people 
that were employed therein, concemiog whom It 
may be fadly and tru^r affirmed, that for the great- 
er part of them, they were fadly immoral and pro<> 
fane, who did not honour God, and God did not 
honenr them : They were a fad reproach to the 
nation from which they were fent, and God m3de 
mod of them to fall iq ^be wildcrncfs ^nd in the Tea: 
fo that as tp thefe forementioned companies, and 
the other alfo that came after them, it may be tru- 
ly faid, Vefiigia pauca retrorfum. Few of ihcm liv- 
ed to retqrn to fee their native country. 

Before we proceed to the Rifing-fun*s party and 
providences that did attend them, it will be worth 
our while to' remark here, the obfecvable feries of 
frowning and croiBng difappointmenis, that foHow*t 
ed this defign and undertaking. After our compa* 
ny of Scotland had fent forth their firfl colony ia 
order to fettle upon Darien, whatever recruits and 
fupplies of men and provifions were fent out of Scot- 
]and afterwards for this place, ftill the former weris 
gone from the place, before the latter were come 
up, or elfe the fupplies mifcarried by the way, or 
came too late. For, i. That (hip fent from Clyde 
with provifions defigned for the colony, was caft a- 
way, and failed in the undertakiog. 2, When the 
£r(l colony had diflodged and left the place being^ 
upon the fea, fome of them met with a New Eng- 
land (hip coming with provifions for their colony, 
but it was now too late. 3. When JamicTon's and 
Stark's (hips arrived upon the place with men and 
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'provifidDSy they found Caledonia deferted, and the 
colony gone, ibey kdew not Whither. 4^ Wbca 
the Rifiog-lun and her company came up, die]r 
found both the firft dolony^ and Jamiefoo's and 
Stark's party removed and gone, and they ocYcr 
knew of it, until they got thither. 5. When cap- 
tain Bailie with a fmall veflel arrived there from 
Scotland, though they found the Kifing-fun's party 
upon the place, yet the capitulation with the Spa'* 
niard's wa$ concluded near two days before his ar« 
rival. 6. When captain M^Dowal in a fliip from 
Dundee had come to Caledonia with provifiods, he 
found the place poiTcffed by the Spaniards, our mea 
being removed to Jamaica, from fuch an obferva« 
ble fucccfiion of counterading providences in tfait 
defign, who cannot but remark, aqd fee ^ holy and 
fovereign God, fignally appearing and fighting a« 
gainft this ondertaking. As if men fliould Hiy, This 
defign (hall fucceed, and God fay. It AiaH not prof« 
per: Though ye Jhould take counfel together^ it/ball 
come to nought^ for there is no wifdom^ nor under/land^ 
ingt nor coiw/el againft the Lord^ Prov. xxi« go, Ifa« 
viii. 9, io« But this may be fadly lamented among 
our people concerned in this undertaking, that a^ to 
mod of them that word may be too truly applied, 
laord^ when thy band is lifted up^ they will not fee 
it, Ifa. xxvi. II. AnA how few amonj; us will hear 
and attend to this, I(a. xlii. 24, 25. Who gave ya^ 
cob to the fpoil and Ifrael to the robbers f Did not 
the Lord^ he againji whom tve bavejirmedf For 
they would not hearken to his voice^ nor walk in Us 
ways ; therefore be hath poured the fury of his anger 
upon us^ and yet we have not rightly obfervedit^ nor 
laid it to heart. 

THE Next adveuturers for Caledonia, were the 
Rifing-fun and her party, who had no better fuccefs 
in their expedition, than their countrymen who 
went before them. They were in all four (hips : 
The Kiiiog^Sun, captain Gibfoa commander; the 
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Company^s Hope, captain Milier commander ; the 
HamUton, Captain Dancan Commaodcr • aad the 
Hope of Boroughftonnefsy captain Dalling com« 
inander* They had in ail about 120a men aboard 
their fcveral bottoms. Having got all teady to fail, 
k was a confiderable time before they could get out 
6f Clyde, tbe winds being contrary, and beating 
them back fe?era1 times, when they endeavoured to 
get out. The Rifing-fun was once in danger here 
by fire, but it was timely difcovered and exttoguith^ 
cd. Providence febmcd to frown upon our begin* 
Dings, and counteract our motion. At length the 
wind prcfenting fair, we all fei fail together from 
Kocbeiay in Bute, on September 24, 1699. being 
the Lord's day. We (leered our courfc between 
England and Ireland, along St George's channel, 
ibe wind not ferving us to fail by the north of Ire* 
land. We had a iarourabie paflage as to wind and 
weather, but wereexercifed with fofc and waHing 
fickncfs among our men, during the whole voyage. 
It was on November 9. that we firil difcovered 
land, which was the Iflind of Antigua, about the 
latitude of 16 Degrees^ and 30 Minutes. About 
«lwo honrs after, "we came up with tbe liland Mont- 
ferat, which is hilly and rocky. Before this liland 
our (hips having for fome hours, flood to and again, 
the Rifing-fun (ent her long Boat aihore for 
water and fre(^ provifionf?, and for intelligence ; 
but the Governor of Montferat was (6 inhumane, 
that he denied us the liberty of having any water 
or provifions there, pretending his orders from the 
court of England for fo doing. Here our counfel- 
lors heard fome flying reports about the defertion of 
our colony, but they would not believe it. 80 af- 
ter cold comfort at Montferat, we flood on in our 
voyage for Caledonia, and though one of our fhips, 
the Company's Hope, [aboard of which the Author 
of this Hiflory failedj did this night lofe company 
of the reft of our Fleet, and failed alone for fourteen 
days together, yet at length, through the good pro- 
vidence 
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vidence of God, we all arrived fafely on this coaft 
of Darienf hard by Golden-Ifland, which the Spa- 
niards call fJle-Gorda, from the figure of it, refem- 
bling a goaid j and on November jo. all our four 
ihips got fafely into Caledonia harbour, which lieth . 
about fouch-eaft from Golden-lflaod, and diftant 
thence about three leagues. 

We buried many of our men by fea, officers and 
gentlemen as well as others, from Rochefay in Bute 
until we arrived at this port, about 160 Perfons ; 
and among others there died at fea one of our mi- 
nifters, Mr Alexander Dalglielh, a pious and faith- 
ful man, much lamectcd by thofe that knew him, 
leaving a forrowful widow with child behind him. 
He died bct^i^ixt^Montferat and Darien. 

Upon our arrival in this new wolrld, we met with 
a forrowful and cruftiiog-iikc difpenfation, for ex- 
pefting here to meet with our friends and country- 
men, we found nothing but a wade, howling wil« 
deroefs ; the colony defcrted and gone, their Huts 
all burned, their Fort mod. part ruined, the ground 
which they had cleared adjoining to the Fort all 
overgrown with (hrubs and weeds. We looked for 
p«^ce, but no good came ; and for a time of health 
and comfort, but behold trouble. Our arrival ac 
this place, was much* like David's coming with his 
lifde army toZiklag of old, where expefting to meet 
with their friends and relations in peace, they found 
the Town burnt and laid wafte, their relations all 
gone they knew not whither, fo that the people lift 
up their voice, and wept fore, i Sam. xxx. Our 
difappointraent was like theirs in Job vi. 19, 20. The 
troops ofTema Icokedy the companies of 8hebu waited 
for them: they were confounded^ bec'aufe they had bop^^ 
ed ; they came thither and were afhamed. it was 
therefore no wonder, that our people were fadly 
difcouraged upon their coming hither, and the ra- 
ther becaufc they were ill fined and furniftied to 
begin a new plantation, and had not materials fui- 
table to fuch a defign^ which they expected to find 
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hcr^ before them. Oar party were not fent forth 
^Co fettle a colony, but only to be a recruit and fup- 
\>]y to a colony, which we cxpefted in (oinc nnea- 
furc already fettled, and fufficicnt'ly furniflbed with 
tools and inftrumems for fuch a dcfign. Only this 
fmall comfort our men found upon their arrival here, 
that they found two fmall Hoops with provifions, 
lying in this harbour, who it feems had been expeA- 
ing our coming. It was captain Thomas Drum- 
mond from New-York, who had been a counfcllor 
and main man in the firft colony, and had gone off 
iVom this place when they all diilodged together. 
The other was one Mr Fulton from New England. 
By thefe we learned what had become of our colony, 
thither they were gone, and how jc had fared with 
ihem here. 

Sooti after our arrival, our prlBcipal men called a 
.council, confiding of our counfellors and officers, to 
confider and determine what was fie to be done ia 
our prefent fad circumftances : Whether they (hoald 
iettle here or not, feeing that the firf): and main 
colouy was gone ? When they were affembled, it 
was propofed by one of the officers, that they (hould 
call for one of the Miniders to pray for dire^oa 
from the Lord in this weighty matter, before tney 
did proceed to vote. But fuch was their religion, 
that they flighted this motion as a thing needlefs. 
Since even a Heathen would have advifed, that in 
our undertakings, this rule mud be obferved, jl 
Jove principium : much more they that call them* 
felves Chriftians, (hould be better inftrufled, to be^' 
gin with God, and do nothing without a/king his 
leave and dirc^ion. When they came to a votc^ 
it was carried in the affirmative, that they fliould 
fettle, though (broe of the council were othcrwifc 
inclined, and fignified, that confidering our prefent 
circumftances, there was little hope of doing any 
good here. Then they confidcred, that feeing they 
had concluded to fettle here, it feemed to be nece- 
ilary tofead o^Tfome^ot their men to Jamaica, that 

fo 
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fo their number being fewer, their provifions might 
lad the longer, till they might hear from Scotlaod^ 
of the inteotions of the compaoy ; whether they 
would profecute this defigo any farther, feeing their 
firft colony, the main ftredgth of this undenaicing, 
had deferred : So they agreed to fend oflF to Jamai* 
ca with the two hired (hips, captain Dnncan and 
captain Dalliog, about 500 of their men, and to 
referve the remainder of the men here upon the 
place. And further, they concluded, that the men's 
daily allowance of provifion, fliould be diminifhed^ 
that (b it might laft the longer* This method cauf- 
jcd much grumbling and difcontent among many of 
the men, and was likely to have produced dange* 
roue efFefts, as did (hortly after fadly appear. 

The council having thus concluded ; about a 
Week after, there were feme of the men put afliore 
to work and clear the ground, upon the fame fpot 
where our men had fct down, and raifed their Fort 
before, it being now all overgrown with buflies^ 
(for things in this fouthern climate are of a. fpeedy 
growth) and after they had cleared the ground*, 
they began to cut down trees,, for building Huts to 
themfelves to dwell in, which they covered with wild 
Plantane leaves, which arc broatj and long, fit for 
fuch a purpcfe ; they made alfo fomc reparations a*- 
bout the Fort, and built two very good warc-houf- 
es for their provifions : For here is great plenty of 
very good timber, fit to build withal. 

The people that our company of Scotland fent o- 
vcr hither to their New Colony, were moft of thera^ 
both Seamen and Landmen, Gentlemen and Ofii^ 
cers, as wtll as the meaner fort, none of the beft 
of men : And therefore the Minifters fent along 
with them had but fmall comfort in their company. ; 
their infiru^lions and admonitions were but little 
regarded by them ; many of them fcldom, and fame 
of them never attending the public worihip of God. 
iWhence we may fee what fcrt of a Church the^r 
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coold fet up in this place^ TKrhen there was fach bad 
fluff (o make it of. 

About fourteen days after our arrival here, there 
trerc nine feamen bebnging t|0 the Rifing-fuo, that 
ran away by night with one of the boais belonging 
to the faid (hip We underftood afterwards, that 
they had gone to Portobel among the Spaniards, 
and fo betrayed the condition of their poor country- 
nien in Caledonia to them. Our men did not pur* 
fue nor feek after them, being uncertain then, whi- 
ther and what way they had ;^ed. ..• . 

About the middle of December there was hatd£i* 
ed and difcovered a plot among f^t^e of our itira, 
defigning tolay hold on the councilors, and feize 
fome of the fliips, in order to make their efcape 
out of this place. .What incited them to this plot. 
Was faid to be, their hearing of the former vote of 
the council, about fending off fo many of the men 
for Jamaica, and the ihortening of their daily al- 
lowance of provifion ; this being difcovered by the 
confeflions and accufations of fome that were in the 
plot or privy to it. There was one man, corned 
Alexander Campbell, that was hereupon tried and 
condemned by a Court-Martial, and was executed 
* within the Fort, Dec. 20. Some of the Miaiftcrs 
dealt with our counfellors, that they would not put 
him to death, but only banifli him out or the gdfe- 
ny ; but they, would not yield to ir. This pQorl&aa 
leemed to die very penitently, ccyfeffing. That u- 
pon hishearingof the forefaid refqnition of the coun- 
cil, he was tempted by the inftigation of others, to 
contrive how to make his efcape from hence, and 
to fcize fome of the (hips to that effeft. He faid al- 
fo, that for fome time before this, (particularly 
fince God had recovered him from a late (icknefs,) 
he had left oS prayer to the Lord, and therefore 
God had now juttly left him to this doleful end. 

The Church of Scotland at home, was not un- 
concerned about; the fpiritual good and edification 
ofluchconlider able ^numbers of their poor people 

who 
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Vrho had been fent abroad upon this public defigo : 
And therefore as they had fent two minifters along 
with the fir ft colony ; fo now, the numbers of our 
countrymen fent to the colony being much incrcaf* 
cd, and particular application having been made by 
the court of Direftors to the Commiflion of the Ge- 
neral Affembly of our church, craving that they 
would fend Minilters along with the people going 
to their colony, as well as for the inftruftion and e* 
dification of thofe that were gone before, that thofc 
afar among Pagans, might not be left as (heep in a 
^xrildernefs, without a (hepherd, nor want the light 
of the glorious Gofpel in thefe remote ends of the 
eairtb ; and alfo that the light of the Gofpel might 
fljinein thefe dark regions where it never yet (hined^ 
and if poflible, the poor Heathens might in time be. 
brought to fee and walk in this light. Therefore / 
the Commiffion of the General Affembly did meet at 
(jlafgow on July 19. 1699. and very cordially and 
zealoufly laid themfelves out to promote and advance 
this fo Chriffiin and noble a defign. They fet a- 
part a time for folemn prayers to the God of Hea- 
ven for fuccefs to this great work. Mr Meldrum 
preached a fermon very fuitable to the circumftan- 
ces of thofe, who were now to be fent upon thjg 
work, on Heb. xi. 8. By faith Abraham being caU 
led of God J obeyed and werit out, not knowing whi* 
ther be went. They drew up and caufcd to be 
printed an excellent Letter of Chriftian inflruftion^ 
atid admonitions for the people, of the colony that 
were gone to Caledonia. They appointed and corn-* 
miffioned four Minifters now to go along with thefii 
who were to be fent and bound for the colony. They 
drew up a commiilion and indruflions for thofe mi- 
Difters who were' appointed to go. And that the 
Reader may perceive the care and concern of the 
church of Scotland for this new colony, and fee by 
what call and warrant, thefe minifters did go along 
iRTith them, we ihall here traofcribe the written com- 
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nitfiion giTcn to the miniftcrs, by the Commiffion 
of the General AfTembly above-meotioQed. 



Copy of the COMMISSION 

to the Trefhytery of Ca- 
ledonia, yidy 21. 1699. 

WE, the CoMMisscoN of the GENERAL 
ASSEMBLY of the CHURCH of 
SCOTLAND, taking toconfidcration, That where* 
SIS the honourable court of Direftors of the African 
and IndiaD company, did in nantie and bchalT, and 
at the earncA rcqucft of the council and government 
of Caledonia in America, apply to the lad Gene- 
ral AflemWy of this church, bcfecching that. Mini- 
flers might be fcnt to the faid colony, for fettling a 
Gofpel miniflry, and difpenfing of Gofpel-ordinan- 
ces, and that they might inftru^l and edify our coun- 
trymen and others who Ihould from time to time, 
adjoin thcmfelves to the faid colony : And who al- 
io might* through the blcffiog of God, be ufdful 
in propagating the glorious light oPthe Gofpel a- 
ittoog the Pagan Natives, and contribute to their 
tonverfion. And the faid General Affembly having 
fully inapowered and authorized this Commiffion 10 
. take all effeftual methods fpr accomplilhing fo good 
a dcHgn. And the fjiid» honourable court of Direc* 
tors, having particularly invited you Mr Alexander 
Shields, Miniftcr of the Gofpel at St Andrews, 
and you Mr Francis 3ar}and, Mipifter of the Gof- 
pel at. Glasford ; and .called you, Mr Alexander 
Dalglie(h and Mr ArchlSaMStobo Minifters of the 
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Gofpel, to be Cent to Caledonia^ to labour io tliu 
pious, neceffary aod glorious . work. In order la 
your more clear, warrantable and comfortable pro- 
ceeding in carrying on the fame ; We the faid Com- 
miffion do authorize, impower and require you, to 
repair to the faid colony of Caledonia : and upon 
youf arrival, that you prefcnt our Letters to the 
council and government, acquaintiDg them with oar' 
tender concern and care for them, which ihall be 
continued ; and that upon applications made in their 
behalf to us, you are fen t as their Minifters, dur- 
ing your abode among then^, to take charge of their 
fouls, to which you are hereby authorized and rra- 
powered by us : Recommending to you faithfuineft 
and diligence in preaching the Gofpel, and admini- 
ftring other Gofpel-ordinances. And upon your firtt 
arrival, with the advice and concurrence of the 
Government, fet apart a day for folemn public 
ihankfgiving to God, for prefervation of the colo- 
ny, of the prefent fupplics anil of youffelves, and 
for imploring his bleffing and conduft in your enfu- 
ing work. Afterward you fliall conftitute your^ 
.felves a PRESBYTERY, by elefting a Moderator 
and Clerk, and beginning your Regifter with this 
Comminion now delivered unto you by u^ and 
thenceforth orderly recording all your Proceeding®. 
Tou ihall thereafter, with all convenient fpeed^ 
with the concurrence of the Government, and the 
coofent of the people, fo far as the fame can be 
obtained, alToclatc unto yourfelves, by fetting a- 
part, according to the known methods of the church 
of Scotland, fomeof the fitted and mod qualified 
perlbns, forpiety, prudence, judicioufnefs and rc- 
ipeft among the people, to be ruling Elders, Ovcr^ 
feers of the manners of the people, and Affiftana 
to you in the exercife of Difcipline and Government: 
By whofe afli fiance, with confent of the council, 
fo foon as may be, divide the whole inhabitants of 
the colony, according to their local refidence, and 
the bcfl convenicncy theic prefcnt circemftances can 
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admit) into fo many *DiftriA$ or PadfheSf that each 
MiDifter may have a particular charge, under his 
more immediate and peculiar iufpeAion : And then 
increafe the number of the Elders, and appoint 
Deacons of fit perfons, yet fo as that you may all 
confider yourfelves as in a collegiate relation to the 
whole colony, and labour therein, as (hall be agree- 
cd among yonrfelves in Prelbytcry. And we feri- 
ouily recommend to you^ being thus conflitute, that 
fo foon as you find the colony in cafe for it ; You 
do, with the concurrence of the council, afTemble 
the whole Chriftian inhabitants, and keep a day to- 
gether in folemn prayer and fadings bewailing for- 
mer fins, renewing baptifmal engagements, and 
with the greateft folemnity and ferioufnefs, Avouch^ 
ing the LORD to be your GOD^ and dedicating 
yourfelves and the Land unto the LORD. And the 
people being divided into fevcral Diftrifts, you Ihall 
thenceforth bold parochial Sefiions, and your diets 
of Prelbytery, as often as the exercife of Difcipline 
and Order, and the other exigencies of the church 
may require : And with Chriftian prudence, holy 
zeal, Miniderial authority, faithfulnefs and dili- 
gence, in depcndance on your Great Master^ 
you vigoroufly prof^cute all the ends of your MiiE- 
^m ; Particularly, that you labour among the Na- 
tive$ for their inftruftion and converfion, as you have 
accefs. We further recommend to you, to be as 
ufeful and edifying as pofiible, unto the feveral 
companies of the mips, unto which you (hall be 
difpofed during this voyage, looking upon them as 
your particular charge fof the time, whom you are 
to watch over in the Lord, as you fhall have accefs* 
And we require, that after your arrival, you be care- 
ful by Letters, dircfted either to the Moderator of 
the Commiflion at Edinburgh, or to the Principal of 
the College of Glafgow, or to the Moderator of the 
Presbyteries of Edinburgh or Qlafgow : Frequently 
and fully to acquaint the church of Scotland with 
^e whole (late of yoar aSairs^ and what you may 
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need from them, from time to time : Wherein you 
ire not to doubt of their cheerful forwardnefs to 
iffifl y6u, and that* the Genefal Affcmbly will lay 
down effectual rules and methods for yonr future 
fupply, And whereas feme of you (land in a paf* 
toral relation lo Churches in Scotland, and otn^er* 
not', yet all have a libcriy of returning, a$ likewlfe 
a liberty to remain and labour in the Lord's work, 
-as fixed minMters in the cofony, iF your bealth, in- 
clination and other circU'uftances concur : We there* 
fore recommend if poffiblc, before afly of you comd 
away^'|ou endeavour to fettle the Church, and that 
the concerns of the Gofpel be brought to fome 
hopeful pafs. And we require that fo fboft as ^nf 
of you determine to fettle ; your J^resbytery fend 
Adverfifcment, that their charges, if they have a- 
ny, be provided with another Mraifter ; And fa 
(bon^s any of you refolve to come home without re* 
turning, that timely notice be given to this church, 
to the end that others be provided to go in their 
room ; and that whoever comes from you, miay 
bring cither an allowance or comraiffion from your 
Presbytery^ as the occaGon oi his coming (hall be. 
Nor are you to>doobt, but fuch as come from you, ^ 
Will be received as members of the General Affetn- 
Wy of this church, and of their comm^ffion, for that 
year in which they come. An 1 finally, we recom-. 
mend* to. you, that wharcvcr difconrageraents y6u 
meet with, (though we trult you fhall be encourag- 
ed andftrcngthened in the Lord) that ycu give no 
way 10 the d^flblving of your Presbytery, but that 
fo many of you (lay as to keep up the face of a 
Presbytery, umil new fuppltes be fcnr uiito you. 
And thus we commit you, and our Lord's great and 
glorious work in your hands, unro his own powerful, 
wife and gracious ccnduft andblefSng. ArGJaf- 
gow, July 2 1. 1699. figned in the name, and by 
the appointment of the ComTnifTiou of the Geaeral 
^ifembiy, and in their prcfence by 

Georgb Hamilton, Moderator. 

John BanA^tiTYSL^C/ir.Syn.Nat.&Com. 
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' OF Ae foar Blhiiilers Tent by cor church to 
Au coloof , there were ooly diree of them cow alive, 
who while thtj were here, had their (hare of the ' 
foUAic difcoaragements and calamities of che com* 
panjr wUch thej were amoog, aod of the briers and 
tfa'oros of the milderoefs. They found tfacmfeives 
in ill cafe to pm in praAice the iofinidiotis which the 
comouffiqa. of the church of Scotland had given 
them : Ttit drcmiiftaQces of the <^lony being quite 
altered fcooi what was expeAed, when they, were 
fent from Scothnd« If it (hould be aiked then. 
What did the Minifters fent to Catedonia in porfu* 
aoce of thdr infirafiioos above- mentioned ? We an* 
fwer. They followed and purfued their inftruSions. 
lb Cur astfaie prefent drcomftances of the poor com* 
pany, and place where they were^ would permit : 
Befides didr ordmaiy preaching to the people^ on 
the Lcml's day, both while they were at Tea in theii: 
feveral fliips, and after their arrival^ both aboard 
the Rififlg^SnOt and aifo among the people afliore, 
by tom : What they could further attain to, with 
the confeatof our coonfeilcrs here, in a more pub- 
lic and felenm way, was. That on January 3, 1 700* 
die Ifimflers mth the people here, kept a public day 
of Thaakfeiviog, Humiliation and Prayer to God* 
Theprefirat faul afpeQ of our affairs, wastherea- 
lioQWbywej(»nedall together in one day, for we 
had caoife to rejdce with trembling and fears, (but 
as to the fetting ep a Presbytery here at this time, 
accordmg to our inftrufiions, it was a bufinefs not 
now pra£Hcable nor expedient in our prefent bro- 
ken aind uncertain drcomftances.) The caufes of 
whkh Icdfsmnity were drawn up by the Miniders 
here, in a meeting which they had among themfclves 
on Dcoember 5, 16^9 1 and are as follow. 
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Aboard the Ship, the HOPE of BOROaCH^ 
STONNESS, December 5, 1695. at a Con* 
7£RENC£ of the MINIST£R& 

THE Miniften fern in MifioB ftom the Church 
of Scotlaod to labottr id the work of the Gof^ 
pet m this eotopy^ eonf erring tc^eiber aboot die 
eirciimftaDtiace condhionofthe people recommeod* 
ed to their infpeAioOy and the proper work whkh 
God ibay be calitog them to» in fnch a lime and 
ejife, coDfidering the mercies of God io brnigiog ms 
to thb place io fafery, which call for oartbaokfol 
acknowlcdgmeots. The maoy grieroos and hciooos 
fio9 and abominations that hate abounded and fliH 
continue among us,* which bare procured and ex* 
torted from the iuft and holy Lord, fad and fe* 
irere rebnke8» declaring his anger gone forth againft 
us : And how tndifpenfably necefiary it is in fuch 
circumftances, we &onld folemnly humble oorielYes 
before the Lord, and addrefs his throne foriaercy 
and grace to help us in time of need. And finding 
if is fertou% recommended in their CommrfiioQ and 
ioftrnf^ions, by the Commifiion of the late 6ene» 
ra! AflTembly^ that upon our fafe arrif al at this Port^ 
as foon as may be conTeniently> with the advice and 
concurrence of the Goyemmeni, a day be foEema* 
If fet apart for thefe duties. We hare therefore 
thought it a neceflary and feafbnabfe duty, and do 
kumbiy propofe it to the Honourable €5onnfeDors 
of this colony, as their earned defire„ that the third 
day of January next^ be fotemnly fet apart for thankf* 
gtTiiig, humiliation and prayer^ and appcmited to 
be religioufiy obferred for the caufes> and to the 
effcds following* 
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I. To acknowledge with all thankfulnefs, the 
mercies of oor Lord, in favouring u^ with a fafe 
paffage to this place, protefting us from all ene- 
mies and dangers by fea, and hocwichflanding the 
contagious iicknefs that raged among us fo uQiver-^ 
f^Uy, preferving fo many of us alive unto this day. 

«. To confefs with (hinfie and forrow our own 
mnd the fins of others concerned in this undertaking. 
As, I. That it is too evident, many both at home 
abroad, engaged in the profecution oi this great En- 
terprize, have been more iafiaonced bytbeinoim 
felfi(h and worldly interefts, than by a zealous con^ 
cern either for the glory of Qod* or for ibe . pub-* 
lie honour and advantage of our Nation. 2, That 
in the choice of iqftruments for promoting this, oo« 
ble deGgn, there hath not been that tendernefe aod 
caution exercifed, which the cafe required^ to ^ 
mil or entertain none, but fuch as were of kaowfi 
integrity, and fit to advance the religious 9s V.cU 
9S the civil defign of this Settlement t On the xoon 
Irary, too many have been admitted into this ferwc* 
that are men of flagitious lives, and fome of pevni^ 
cious principles, more apt to fcandalize aqd cor* 
fupi, than to commend religion to, our Pagan neigh* 
bours, whom by all means we ihould feek to gain* 
»nd fave. g. More particularly, that there have a-« 
bourided, and do dill remain among us, fuch abo* 
minations (notwithftanding all the means ufed co 
rcftrain and fupprefs them) as the rudeft Heathens, 
from the light of nature do abhor ; fuch a? Atheifti- 
cal fwearing and ct^rfing, brutilh dmnkennefs, de-> 
tedabie lying and prevaricating, obfceneand fiUh/> 
talking, mocking of godlinefs, yea, and among too 
niany of the meaner fort, bafe thieving and pilfer^ 
ing, befides Sabbath-breaking, contempt of all 
Gofpel-ordinanceSi &c. which are (tumbling to the. 
very Indians^ opprobripus to the Chriftiaa namct 
and reproachful to th^ Church and Nation to wbicU 
we belong. 4. That among ihofe that are free of 
ibqfe grofs^ fcandalous abominationsi the far great-^ 
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er part amoDg us have little 6f the fpiritoaU heart- 
excrcifing fcafc of religion and the power of godli- 
nefs. Many are grofly ignorant of the Principles of 
Religion, and among the more knowing, hypocrr-* 
ff , formality, iampenitency, unbelief, indiffercncy^ 
fccaricy, omi^oni of prayer, negleding the great 
fnJfation, flighting of Chrift ofiered in the gofpel, 
tnd other fpiritual (ins^db lamentably prerail : And 
fill chefe attended with the higheft and moft heinous 
aggravsrioDS, bei^g committed and continued in a- 
gatnft the cfeareit light, many mercies- and pri?ileg» 
t$^ tiid renews refoiutiona and vows made to God, 
whra, his hand was heavy upon us in oilir late (izk^ 
•cfs at :(iea, .which many of lis have already forgob* 
tfn, and. returned with the dog to the vomit. 
* g:« AJs wd ought to bo ham bled for tbefecanfei 
of 6od-« wrath agaiqil us^ fo it ought to be a part 
of our work to mourn for the evidences and tokens 
qf God^s difpleafare, in wirholdi'ng his couefel and 
coantenance from nrany of our endeavours^ and irl 
many {lep» of holy Providence, counterading and 
walking contrary to us ; efpcdally, i. That through-* 
out our whole voyage, the Lord's band was heavy 
upon us, purfuin^ us with fore ficknefs and morta* 
lity, which cut. off fo manyioFus. 2. That upon 
our arrival here, we met with fo difcouragmg and 
confterfiating a dtfappomtmeat of our hopes, in 
fiodiqg the cok)ny deferted. And, 3.> That for fa 
long a time, fome of oar. meo^have conuDoed in fad 
bondage, prifoners in the hands of the cruel Spa* 
niards. 

4« Thcfe things do call for o'jr more than ordi* 
sary ypftirring, in turning to the Lord wirh all our 
hearts, and! crying mightily to our God in folemn 
and feriods prayer and fupplication^ that be may 
give us grace to be thankful for^ur mercies receiv-* 
ed, even in the mid ft of his wrath ,* that he may 
give fmcere repentance, and work in us a thorough 
ceformaiioui pardoa our lin8 and turn away bis 
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vniih from ns ; that he may grant our CoutrfeDort 
the fpirit of wiidom and refolutioo, fhine upon their 
conofek and deliberations) and direA their determi^ 
natioosand adminiftrations^ to bis owo glory and 
die good of this people. And chat upon all of at 
io onr refpe£ltve ftations, he may beftow bis grace» 
10 know and to do what is inconibent in our dt^cult 
circooifiaiKres : That if it be his holy will, he m^y 
IkTour urith fnccefs the defign of this Settiemenr^ 
lapp lying all our wants, proteAing us agiioft aK 
€iir enemies ; and particularly, ibat in his own due 
liiBeandvayy he may open a door for imrodncing 
die Gofpel of Salvation to the poor indiahs, who 
ibre hitherto been Grangers to it ; and.that allof 
us may get grace fo to carry towards them» as they 
waxy not be Rumbled, but rather allured and engage 
e^ lofallia Iqvc with our holy rcligioa* • - * -r -* 

ACCORDINGLY, when the third of January 
Cnremcationed was come, which was on a WednelP' 
day, tbeMintfters, with the coofent and allowance 
c»f our Counfellors, obfePTedthe faid day^ in apub-* 
fie meeting of our people aftiare, ctery ttiuifter tak« 
ing a part of the work* The firft part of this da>'« 
Wofk> which was ThaokfgiriDg^ being performedi 
|>y Mr Borland from that text, Pfalm I. 14. Ofii^ 
MKUGod thanifgiving^ and /ray thy vtws to tht mofl 
Bigb. The Cscond part, of the day*s work being 
Bomiifatioii, was carried on by Mr Shields from that 
lextyjer. xiF. 19. Hafi thou utterly repikdjudahf 
Batb tbyjoul loathed Zion ? Why haji thou /mitten 
msand there is no healing for us- ? We looked for peace^ 
mud there is no goody ami for the time of healin^^ and 
teMdiromhk. The laft part of this day^s work, be- 
ing Prayer and Supplication^ was in the AftcrnooD 
matt^rged by Mr Stobo upon that text, PfaL iv. 6* 
Jjordy lift thou up the light of thy countenance uporB 
9s. The above-mentioned caufes of this folcmn 
vorfc, ha,vi5rg been in the Jbcginning pf the day, 
publicly read before all the auditory^ 

The 
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^e Miaifters did likewife deliver the Cbinmifli^ 
i9B*s printed letter^ to many of the people prefett 
with IIS* But the Cbridiaa and excellent inftrac^ 
fions contained therein, were little regarded bj 
moft of them« Though ftrangers abroad, trith 
iR^hom I oonfcrfed) and did communicate the fane 
Letter onto, were much taken with, and highlj 
commended the fame. 

While our people abode in Caledonia, thetnani 
work tfaej did was the building of their Hutg wi« 
chia the compafs of their Fort for their habitation^ 
and feuiag up two Store-houfes for their proTifi* 
ons : Befides, when they were alarmed with re- 
ports of the Spaniards preparations to come agatnft 
us, which was about the letter end of January, tliey 
began to bring fome great guns afliore into the Fcnt, 
for their defence againft the enemy. But all the 
lime they were in Caledonia, their miniflers could 
S2e?er procure the favour to get Huts built for tbeiil» 
for their accommodation aihore among the pet^e* 
though they often intreated this kindnefs of the 
chief ones here, which they granted to the com* 
xBon foldiers. So the Minifters were neceflitated 
to continue aboard their feveral (hips, in their finall 
Cabins, during their continuance here, which prov- 
ed a long and tedious time to them ; only two of 
tbeodf Mr Stobo and the Author, obtained the fo- 
vourof a borrowed Hut to come afliore into, for 
about two months time, before our removal hence ; 
but the other Mioifter, Mr Shields, had always 
bis abode aboard the Hifiog-Sun. Thefe drcuna* 
fiances made it to be the more uncomfortable to 
the Minifters here, in that they could not fo freelf 
nor frequently meet and converfe together as they 
defired, efpecialiy fome of them having to do with 
uncomfortable commanders* And when the Mioi-^ 
(lers here did meet, it was ordinarily in the Ibady, 
dark and filent woods. Inter denfas umbrofa cacmni* 
na 6ylvas. Where I fuppofe fuch guefts and cxcr- 
cifcs^ never had been before. 
- . Ha?- 
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Having before made mtDtioQ of captain Tfaontas 
t)rummoBd9 whom we found rn this place upon our- 
arrivali returned from New- York with feme pro- 
Tifions and tools belonging to the fiffl colony ; it may 
be here remembered^ that the faid captain Thomas 
Drummond, being of a ?ery forward temper, ad* 
vifed our qounfeilors, that they (hould prefently af- 
ter their arrival, go in a military poflure againft the 
Spaniards ac Portobel. This ad?ice our counfe!-> 
lors did not like nor relifli, feeing the Spaniards 
as yet had not made any attempts againft us. The 
faid captain Drummond alio h^d delivered unto our 
counfellors the Journal of the firfl colony, which 
they having fearcbed 9 foundi itfeems, fome things 
in the condud and management of the faid captain 
I)rummond in the time of the firfl colony, where* 
with they were not well-pleafcd. Thcfe things 
made them jealous, and have an ill opinion of him, 
they gave him no credit nor trufl;, and followed 
none of his meafures ; and not only fo, but. they 
further confined him, and made him a prifoner .a* 
board of captain Duncan's (hip, fetting a guard u- 
ponhim; in whichftateof confioement he remab- 
ed, until the arrival of capain Campbel of Fanah 
after-mentioned, who procured him liberty, to go 
np and down among us : But notwithftanding here* 
of, they gave him no truft nor employ, fo jealoos 
Were they of him. And afterwards^, when the 
Spaniards were arrived againft u$, the faid captaia 
Drummond left the colony and went for Jamaica, 
pretending to fee if be could obtain any help for as 
from the Englifli there, againft our enemies,' but 
he fucceeded not in that matter in Jamaica, and the 
Eogliih feized the goods he had with him. 

Here it may not be improper, to remember fbme 
pafTages of a progrefs, which the Minifters, accom- 
panied with lieutenant TurnbuU and fome others, 
made lome miles up the country among our neigli* 
bouring and friendly Indians. On January id*. 
Tuefday, we croiTed xMir hartipur to the fouth*weft , 
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fide thereof, and travelled up feveral ftcep hills,: 
crcffing fcvcral fmall rivuleti many times over, bc- 
caufe of the various windings thereof, until we came 
to a bigger river, called by the Indians Ada the' 
greater : travelling up by the banks of this river, 
and fometimes wading over the fame pretty deep,' 
at length we arrived at the Indians' habitsftions,' 
which are ■ feated by the banks of this river Ada, 
here are pretty many of their houfcs afon'jg by the 
fiJes of this brook. This night We lodged at. the 
houleof an Indian, named Captain Pedro, where 
we were pretiy civilly entertained' with tuih fai*e as. 
is ufiial among them, fuch as dried Filh and dried; 
Flcih, Plantaoes, Indian Corn add Potatoes | they| 
gave usalfo Hammocks to lie in, aiid a fire by pur. 
beds, as is ufua! with thejndiahs by night, Qii 
the morrow, being Wednetday^ We bid fai-cWcli' tp 
our Indian Hoft, and came doWn the banks' of the 
fiiid river Ada, all along till we came to the Sea*! 
fide, at Prandies Bay over agaidft Gdidcn-lflaticl, 
crrlliog Uie fame river pretty deep- fevcraltiimes," 
Between the forefaid Indians dwellings aiid the fea*' 
by the banks of the faid river, there is a pretty cop- ' 
fiderable bounds of pleafant level ground, and m 
one part thereof, many Orange-trees grov^mg a- 
mong the wild Woods : near to thefe alfo is a'qoii- 
fidcrable fpace of open ground, tree of trees, which 
the Spaniards call Havanas. When we Were by the 
fea fide, we travelled along thfe flibre a little way 
more weftcrly, and then Itruck ujp agaiii' into the 
woods more foutherly, till We'came to another lit* . 
tie river, called by the Indians, Ada the leflcr ; 
■ we jourrteyed fouth-ward) near the farbe brook, 
until we came to other Indians dwellings by the 
fides of the river, and this night we lodged, at thd. ' 
houfe of an Indian, named John, being difcreetly' 
e#(f«gh entertained according to the Indian faO^ion ; 
their noufes are only (hades to defend theni froiu 
fun and r^in, being all open by the fides. Ncxtday^ 
being Thurfday, we left our Indian frieiids, and rc- 
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forocd to the Sea (fide where thefe rivulets empty 
tbemfelves into the fea, by Prandies Bay, which is 
a pleafant faody (hore. It is to be marked con- 
ceroiog thefe foremcDtioned rivers, that they feme- 
times hide themfelvesi by ruoDing under the ground 
a pretty (pace, and then break forth again above 
gronnd* We proceeded on our journey coward our 
Slips eafterly, and refolved that we would travel a- 
long the (hore» thinking it might be a better and 
liearer way, than back through the woods by the 
. way we came. PaiEng along the (here we came to 
a fteep point that jutts out into the fea, which we 
judged anpaflable ; to Ihun which, we tamed up 
into the woods, and travelled a while, thinking to 
gain the fea fide again, ob the other (Ide of thac 
fore-mentioned fteep point ; but here we travelled 
fo long and by fuch crooked turnings, and through 
filch thickets of tall and dark woods, that we quite 
loft ourfelves, and were bewildered, thac we knew 
not what way to move, nor how to extricate our- 
felves. Standing ftill therefore in our bewildered 
and melancholy condition, we heard the noife of 
the fea, and jtidged ic to be our only fureft guide 
at prefent, to wind ourfelves out of our prefent 
labyrinth ; therefore we turned our courfe dircAly 
toward the noife of the waves of the fea, and a ve- 
ry difficult and uncomfortable paflage we had in 
ftriving to get through the thorny thickets of the 
woods m our way, and with much ado at length 
we got fafely out mco the open air by the fea fide 
again* We refolved now thac we would no more 
advemi^re ourfelves into the woods, but keep along 
by the Ihore, though difficult and uneafy, travel- 
ling over the cragged and (harp rocks, yet here was 
no danger of wandering as in the woods. Accord- 
ingly we kept along dofe by the fea fide, and got 
over that fteep point with much difficuhy, the rocks 
were often fo dole to the fea, that in paffiog along. 
we were wafiien with the waves of the fea. It h 
a rery hard and rocky (hore all this way, and the 
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tarious windings and bendings oFtbe coaft made our 
way much longer. Someiimes ve bad ifeep ro^ 
to pafs o?er, which we moft climb with hands and 
feet. We were all forety fatigued witb this ]om^ 
Myt efpecially Mr Shields^ was tike to faiot and 
fit up ; he became (o feeble and fpeot^ fb that we 
were much troubled about hicn» and the more be* 
caufe our provifions and cordials were all fpeot : but 
pairing foftly along, at length we came to a wel- 
come fpring of f re(h water, fprtnging out of the 
roc^St clofe by the fea fide. This well was to im^ 
e?en as that well was to Hagar 10 the wildemefs, 
wheqher qbild was faint and like to die, that juft* 
ly we may call it by the name of Beer-ld-bai-roi^ 
the well of him that liveth aud did fee u?. By 
this well we refted a while, and Mr Shields baTiog 
drupk of it, was refre(bed and (trengthened, and 
with the help of the Lord, we were enabled to pro* 
ceed on our journey, till we came up to the Bay o^ 
polite tQ our Jbips ; and this evening we got all fafe* 
ly aboard our feveral (hips, £$£]<< kzek. The 
Lord tea (ting the blind by a way they knewmt; fre^ 
Jervingour gQing out andourfomng in, and as our 
day was, Jo making our firength to be^ 

About this time we had much ficknefs and morta* 
lity among our men, which, as it continued ainong 
us in fomc mcafure fince our arri?al, was now be* 
come epidemical and raging, whereby manyc?cnof 
cur olBScers and chief men were taken away, whicih 
was a fore difcouragement to tts« 

On the fccond of February,^ the Minifters fcnt 
to this colony, agreed to write a Letter home to 
Scotland, to the Moderator of the Commiffioo of 
the Gerikral Affimbly, giving the Church and our 
friends, fome account of our affairs hitbertQ> tbe 
Copy whereof follows; 
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From the WOODS of C ALEDONIJ. 

Reverend Sirp Feb. 2d, 1700. 

THIS being "the fir ft fure cccafion that ever 
was offered to us, fioce our departure from 
Sfotlaod/ and which may probably be the lafl that 
iriay o'ccar from this place, for writing to you con- 
cctiing our affairs, we thought curfelves bound in 
diity, and obliged by our inftruftions, to embrace 
the opportunity of giving you fome account of our 
fad and very afHiftcd ftate. If univerf?illy prevail- 
ing wickcdncfs in a fociety, and very heavy ptLoifli- 
ments, proclaiming divine anger contending With 
lis, togethier with -all manner of iacrcafing hard* 
ihips and imminent dangers from furrounding cne- 
ihics, in a proper, wafte aivi howling wildcrnefs, 
can make a conditidn fad and afflided. 

The fource and fountain caufe of all our miferies 
we brought from our own country with us, af ifing 
froni'thc inconfideraic choice that was made ihcVc of 
. the worft of men to go along with ijs, that wcr 
were fent to command or fervc in a colony : Yi^bich 
in jhe Judgment of God, our Land hath fpucd^out 
as its fcura/and no fpot of Xjod*s earth can entertain 
or receiy^, but as a burden tp it. The fending ind 
intruftiiig fuch multitudes of men of fuch pernici- 
ous principles and fcandalous pra£licet^ that have 
no regard to the commopeft meafures of religion or 
reafoD', bonefty or honour, (which is the fad but 
juft charaSer of the greateft part of thofe that have 
been (cut to this colony) hath been the x:anfco£ihc 
ijnfcttlement thereof, firft and laft ; and threatens 
th^ final and fatal ruin thereof, to the indelible (hamc 
and^f eproach of the nation, ^ Such was the compa** 
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ny we v?ere thruft in among during ,the yoyage, 
which will readily be judged, might make it not <k 
liiile tedious and uneafy to us , efpccially when af- 
ter all ihe cffays and endeavours we could ufe, in 
thedifcbarge of miuifterial duties 10 iheip, as WiC 
had accefs in our weak and difficult circumftances; 
after public and private reproving their fweaying, 
curOngi drunkenncfs, and pleading and contending 
with them, crying and roaring every dgy among 
them, about tbcfe things, procuring laws jo be made 
by their own confent againftjbcm, haying public 
exercife every day, and preaching every Sabbath, 
fo long as our healih permitted. Yet we could not 
prevail to get their wickednefs feftrained, nor the 
growth of it flopped. For tbefe things it pleafed 
the holy and. juft God to punifli and fmire us very 
fore with a -contagious ficknefs, which alfo wc 
brought from Scotland with us, that raged during 
the whole voyage, fo that fcwefcaped the infeftioa 
thereof, whereby many were cut off, to th^ number 
of about 160 in all; and among the reft fomc of 
God's jewels and excellent ones, and in particular, 
our dear brother, Mr Alexander Dalgliclh, who 
approved himfelf even to the coafcienccsof the moll 
debauched, as a faichful fervant of our Lord Jefus 
Chrift. Yet in the midil of all this wrath, the Lord 
remembered mercj^ toward us, in fupporting us un- 
der ail thefe preffures, fparing foms of us from 
ficknefs, and reftoring others of us from the gates 
of death, favouring us with a fair and eafy wind 
and good weather all the way, and bringing us in 
fafety to our Port, at which we arrived Nov. 30, 
But there we looked for peace and no good came, 
an d for a time of healing, atid behold new troubles : 
In fome refpeft not unlike David^s troubles, when 
he found Ziklag burnt and his friends all ^one, and 
the people fpeaklng of ftoning him. So we found 
our colpny deferted, their boufes and batteries 
burned, the ground they had cleared all grown up 
again, and no accommodation or comrorc left, but 
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what is to be fought in a wildcrnefi^ attended with 
all the forrows, vexations, perplexities and coofu- 
i/tms^ that may be fuppofed ro accompany fo con- 
founding and lurprizing a dlfappointment of aU our 
expcftatioqs, that bad! fwelled bcf pre to too great 
bignefs^ 

We do not think it fo proper for u^, to trouble 
yottwiih narrations (whieh ypu may have otherwjfe 
better) of our Governors and Officers refolptlons 
•ore fettle, of the mcafnres taken for advancing 
ibatdefign, and of the di^cuhies and difcourage* 
. »epts that occurred and do ftill incrcafe in the pro- 
fecmion of it. We conceive you will rather expeft 
from us, an accoutit of the concerns of the Gofpel, 
>ird of cur miniftry in that work ; vsrhich we are for- 
ry that we are not in cafe to make fo fatisfadory as 
were to be defired, being intricated In fo many diffi- 
culties, to us infyperable. The truth is, as every 
f body was brought to his wks end, fo when we fought 
a retirement in the woods, which to this day is all 
the accomodation we have for our meeting to pray 
and confer together about our cafe ^nd doty ; we 
knew not what to do, and began to doubt if we 
were called in our prefcpt circumftances, ;and were 
by our Commiffions obliged to (lay any longer with 
this people, who at firft were not concerned in cal- 
ling us, wd now did not invite us to (lay. We be* 
gan to reafop with ourfeWes, that upon fuch a ful>- 
' ^antial alteration of the cafe of our miffloa, the fe- 
' vera! congregations that ftill are in relation to fomc 
ofus^ as our charge, and the reverend Commiflioa 
thatfefitus, might expeft our return : Ihe colony 
and church of New-Edinburgh^, to which we were 
fent in miffion, were now gone, and not to be found, 
and the latter never had a being in Rerum Naturay 
'and a great part of our inftruftions, through un- 
forefeen emergents, effentially altering the cafe, 
were now become imprafticable : As that of divid- 
ing the inhabitants of the colony into fcvcraldiftrifts 
or PariChesi that each of us might have a particular 
, charge. 
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cbtrge» wltiph now cannot fuit our circvunftances z . 
It beingjccennined to keep only 500 of fea and 
land-me^, wbofe local refidence is circumfcribed* 
within tbe iiqaits of one little Fort : That of holding 
Parochial Seffions and diets of Prefbytery diftin^ 
which fuppofeth the former divifioa. 

That of labonriQg among the Nacites for their 
inflruftion and converfion^ which 10 us is impoilible, 
having neither thei language nor an interpreter, that 
can fpeak either Spaniib or Indian : And the iaft^. 
that (o many of us (hould itay in this cofuntry, as . 
might keep up the face of a Prefbytery, until new 
fupplies (hould be fent ; which is now impradicable, . 
when though all of us (hould (lay, we can hardly 
make the face of a Prefbytery, 

Thefe di^culties were very difcouragiagi yet on 
the other hand confidering thenecef&ty of thispeo-. 
pie to have the gofpel preached to them, which is fo 
much the greater, that they are not fenfible of it : 
And that we know not what our people or the reve* 
rend Judicatories that fent us, wiii exped of us. n- 
pon fuch changes> nor whether they are informed ! 
of the change, but rather might challenge ns upon 
our return, and (Hence us with fuch a Query as we 
could not anfwer : What have ye done with thofe 
few (heep in the wildernefs ? That there is ftill « 
colony in the place, which is the primary objeA of 
our charge, and that though fome ot our inftruftiona . 
are reudered imprafiicable, yet others are (till prac- 
ticable: and the defign of all of them is, that wc'^ 
(houid fulfil our midion, in labouring in the work 
of the gofpel, to the edification of the colony, and 
the good of all it may reach. Wc therefore judge 
ourfelves called by Divine Providence, and obliged 
by our Commiffion, atid by the laws of brotherly 
fociety, for our mutual comfort and (Irengthening, : 
to ftay together with this people for fome time, un- 
til we (ball fee what is like to become of the colony, 
andufe fome weak endeavours if poflible, to fettle 
fooietbing like a church here. Having thus reTolv* • 

ed. 
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cd, we addrcffed the cotincil, and prcfented the 
Cohimrffion's Letter to them, which they received . 
civifly enough ; at the fame time we (hewTcd to them 
our comtTiiffion and public inftruaions, as likewife 
a copy of what was recommended by the Commifli- 
on at Edinburgh to the honourable court of Direft- 
ors, that that Court might write to the Govero- 
nrcnt here concerning fubmiffion to our rainiftry, 
and their concurrence with us in (uppreffiog immo- 
rality and profanenefs, &c. And defired to know 
if the court of Direftors had wriiten to the Govern- 
ment here about fuch matters : They declared there . 
was no fuch thing fignified to them by any letters* 
This neglcft of that Honourable Court is very pre- 
judicial to us ; for if they had pleafed to have re- 
commended ihefe things, it would have quickened 
our counfellors to more zeal, than all our arguriients ' 
can perfuade them to. It was fome time after this 
before we could find conveniency (the clearing of 
the ground and building of i^uts for the men tak- 
ing up much time) to fet apart with the advice and 
concurrence of the Goveirnment, a day for folemn 
Thankfgiving to God for our prefcrvaiion, and for 
imploring his* blcffing and conduft in our enfuing 
work, unto which, confidering the prefent hum- 
bling difpenfaiions of Providence, and the uncertaia- 
ty of opportunities afterwards, we judged it expedi- 
emt to adjoin folemn Humiliation for our forager 
and prefent abounding AboTuinations, and acknow- 
ledging the jullice of God in our prefent judg-. 
incnts : So making the work of that day tripartite, 
Thankfgiving, Humiliation and Prayer, which was 
performedon the third of January lafl. But it was 
grievous to us, that fo few gave their countenance 
and prefenCe at that work, and fo very many, both 
Officers, Seamen and Planters abfented ihemfelves, 
as they do every Sabbath ; fome from a principle 
of carelcfs floth and indiffcrency, others of malig* 
nancy and wicked pcrvcrfcnefs : By which you may 

perceive 
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prrceivtf how liitltf afccefs w^haVe to* edify this peo- 
ple : Which is yet rhe Ibfy, that a gWeat riucbber of 
them, near one third at leafty are Wild FEghlahders* 
rbai catinot fpeak oOi' ander (land Scorch, which afef 
Barbap'ianflf to us and we to theaii Yet we do, arid 
fhaU, ihrongh grace, cndeaVbur to be faithful and 
diiigciit in preaching the Word to them that will 
hear \i% which is all that hitherto we could perforin 
ofbiifiiflerial duties to them, white they are kept 
fo bufy at work. This work- wfe carry on as Col- 
leagues, in a Golle'giatci relation tc^ the' *phole peo- 
ple, agreeing to divid^e our labours fo, as t*o of 
us preach aihore, and one aboard the Kiiing-Stia, 
every Lord's day, Alternis Viabus, It hath beeii 
and yet continues a* great inconveuieticy to us, that 
^e are forced to lodge aboard the fevdral fliips wc! 
eame in, having no Huts built for us yet afttord t 
And fo we cannot always when ^t ^duld, either 
meet together, or go alhore for vififing the iick, 
which arc now very numerous, abovd 130. T*his 
fitkricfs for fome tinne abated, but it is tfow return- 
ed id its former rage, which in ibme is occafioned 
by the feafon, in others by their eating fome poi^^ 
fonous fruits and anunWholcfome watei^ *hich they 
find in the ^bods, arid more generally by their fore' 
Working, and fmall allowance of oar old fait and 
bad prdvlfions. which is pinching and (Iraitning to all 
of us : hot the only caufethat we are moft concern- 
ed to acknowledge, is the anger of God plaguing 
us for eur cor fms, and ihreatteniog to caufe our car- 
orfei i6 fall in the wildernefs, wherein many are 
fallen already, buried fince our arrivah 

^ Wc fravc mentioned already our difadvantages for 
doing any thing among the Indiaiis j yet our curio-' 
Cty prortipted us to travel two or three days among 
them. We find ihem a poor naked people, living, 
afs wc ufe to fay, from hand to month, being very 
idle and lazy, and dot induflrbus, peaceable and 
frretdly to thofe that ufe them kindly, but very re- 
Tengef ill and covetous. Wc cannot difcover eithcf 

G what 
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iK^hat worfhip they have, fate that we hear their 
prieds confulc the devil about their eoemies or (hips 
coming to their coafts, or fuch like e?eQts, or that 
ever they beard any thing of the Chriftian religion 
from Spanifh Priefl^, or others. lo two of their 
houfes we went about the public exercife of worihip 
which they did not difturb, but fat with grave fi- 
^ lence all the time. They knew not at firft our 
diftindtion of Osfc Lord's day from other days, and 
fo came with their fruits and trade to fell, but now 
fome of them have learned that we keep fuch a day, 
and feveral of them come to our Sermons to fee 
onr fafliioD, and carry tbemfelves very decently. 
There might be fome hope of doing fome good a- 
iBoag them, if we had any that had their lan- 
guage, and if our people's pradice did not Hum- 
ble them : But alas we have reafon to fear we ihall 
do them more hurt than good ; for the firft of our 
language that they learn, is curfing and fwearing ; 
and they have frequently complained of our peo- 
ples going out, and (lealing and robbing from \hem: 
So that in a little time we (hall make both ourfelves 
dnd our religion odious to them. , 

Thus we have given fome hint of our affairs and 
doings hitherto, lome things recommjcnded in our 
inftrudions we have delayed upon the account of 
the circumftances of the colony : It being deter- 
mined fo fboD as the wind will permit, to fend off 
to Jamaica with the hired (hips, all that are now 
prefGng to be gone, and to retain none but 400 
Landmen, and 100 Sea-men, to fave provi(ions, 
which are much exhaufted : Then to wait two or 
three months for fupplies of provifions from Scot- 
land, which if they come, the colony may be in si 
fair way of fettling ; and if fo, through grace, we 
propofe to wrefile out our year with them : If thefe 
fupplies come not in time, this colony vfill again 
diflodge, and then we muft make the beft of our 
Way homeward. Upon thefe confideracions having 
delivered a great many of the Commifliou's printed 

Letters 
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Letters at fea upon the voyage, and fome more of. 
them fiDce we came to this place (which many of 
them did not much regard, but caft them behind 
their back) we delayed diftributing what remains 
of them, until we (hall fee who (hall go away, and 
who (hall flay. And upon the fame profpeet hav- 
ing advifed with fome of the counfellors, whom we 
could conveniently and confidently confult in the(e 
matters, (for fome of them we did not think fit to be 
communed with on fuch heads) we have delayed 
the conftituting ourfelves a Presbytery, until the 
colony be better conftituted : As likewife the affo- 
dating to ourlelves and fetting apart Ruling Elders, 
which will be veiy hard to find h^re duly or tole* 
rdbly qualified. But if matters fucceed, we intend 
CO efiTay thefe things in due time. It will be a great 
pity, if, as we fear, this defign of fo great impor- 
tance to the nation, (hall again mifcarry and come 
to nothing, through the mifmanagement and delay 
of fupplying us with provifions. The Land is plea- 
fant, and a very fruitful foil, and might yield a ve- 
ry rich trade, if we had means to fubdue the ground, 
and (kill to improve it. But if fupplies be denied 
or delayed, it muft needs be lofl in a very fhorc 
time. . 

There come hitherto no people to trade with us, 
from any European colony, and therefore we ex- 
peA but very rarely occafions to acquaint you with 
the State of our affairs ; and for this reafon, having 
by bur CommifCon a liberty to return when our year 
is fulfilled, and being obliged by our inftrudions to 
give tiniely notice of our refolutions in that matter : 
We muft now give you advertifement, and intreat 
you to intimate it to the Reverend Commiflion, that 
none of us are determined to fettle here, bur all of 
us are fefolved, if the Lord will, to come home, 
without a defign of returning hither again. If the 
plac6 be deferted, we fhall endeavour to give you 
an account of it perfonally, with all poflible expe- 
dition : If the colony remain, we (hall ufe all en- 
^ a deavoursr 
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idCRTOurs toJwvc fqjpc yoqjjg ipcq he|iipd,Bi?„inra 
iCapacky to prcja<;h to them ; jiqcI crc ye Jcavc tjie 
j^cjc, to liriag tj^is lq^pt:Sett|coiqat to Tuch .a 
,pflftvirc, that It :ft»^|l be iro^c .j^pcpuragio^ jto aixy 
;ihi?it ihall be . af ^qp.w^rAs fcm by the.Cburch of Scqt- I 
]and.tp2ifuft Id (his work, fh^n hitherto Jt UaUi 
.bjcfiq. >Vc?cld no more, bjit b^ggipg yqur (ypa* 
^atby .?n4 :pvayers, andihat:ibpRevereD(i Conamif- 
/lon ajay "mterpofc with the honourable Cpqrtqf 
Pireflors to Q;scue them to accelerate their feodiqg 
ps provifiop5f .tb*lt we aad;thls great coocernjnjj^r 
^a4s» iqay oot perifh in .(^is .)v1]dcrpcrs : Apd th.ac 
.V^hen thofe.fliall be fent, or j^pyf^re pc(;afiop. offer- 
ed, we maybe refreshed and.ibftrp(led with a. letter 
from that Reverend Judicatory, Wc .beg Je^yo 
to fubftribe ourfelv^s^ 

fieverend Sir, 
tHour affli^ed Brethren^ and I 

Servants in the wcrk of the Gofpel^ 

ALEXANDER SHIELDS. 
FRANCIS BORLAND. 
ARCHIBALD StOBO, 

This above-written letter was drawn up and pen* 
ped by the Rev. Mr. Alexander Shields. 

THE Government and Management of the af- 
fairs of this colony was in the hands of four coun- 
fellprs, viz. Captain Gibfon, James Byars, Captain 
Vcatch and Major Liadfay, and of ihofe, James 
Byars was the main aQor, and bore the greatcft 
fway during his abode among us. But on Febru- 
ary 7th, ihcfaid Mr Byars failed hence in a Sloop 
forjamaica, to fee if be could proture to us any 
IpppUes from thence (our foreuidJeiter wasienc 

by 
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,by him) bm^Jic came no fpccd in Jamaica: Hic 
Englifh thccc beiog 00 wclUwilhers io the fucceft 
of (bis jcpjooy. And Mr Byars, though he endca- 
Tpurcd to,retQro to our colony, yet he never goi in 
to uj again; the Spaniards having arrived before this 
place when he was on bis.way to us, fo that he was 
.De/:eflicated to return to Jamaicay where at leng^ 
we met with bixn^ after we had left Caledonia, and 
Were arrived at J^maic^. 

t)n the eleventh of Jcbruaty arrived here, in a 
Sloop.fropn Barbadoes, Captain Campbell ofFanab^ 
having ordecs .from pur Dire^fors at home to be one 
ofoarcouqfellprs; hebrppght fome proviGons with 
bim, which were very welcome to us, we being ia 
great flraits at this time. His arrival and Inftruc- 
tions made our counfeJIors al^er fome of their rnea- 
fores, which before they had refolved and conclud- 
ed upon : Fqr now ihey refolved to keep ftill all 
their men, and to (end none of tb em oiFtp Jamaica, 
as they .bad before refolved. For hitherto, the 
two hired (hips. that were to carry them ofi*, could 
not get out of the harbour, the wind continuing (till 
contrary to fthem : And fo Divine PrQv,ijjence orr 
deredit, that they continued here uatj]^Juch time, 
as we removed hence all together. So *we fee that 
men proppfe, but God difpofeth of us an^ all our 
copceriis, as it pleafeth him. About this time, we 
were daily alarmed with reports pf the ^paniai'ds 
preparations againft us, which the event in a little 
lime proved to be true. 

February 13th, Our counfellors having received 
certain intelligence by the Indians, that a party of 
the Spaniards were coming by land ,again(l us, fent 
out a detachment of 200 Menagainft them under 
the command of Captain Campbell of Fanah fore- 
faid, with whom joined about 40 of our Indian 
friends,, under the conduA of lieutenant TurnbuD, 
< who had been one of the firft colony, and under- 
flpod fomething of the Indian language. On Tharf- 
d4y evenipgi Feb* 15. our men being condufled by 

the 
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the Indians through the woods, came op with the 
Spaniards, who had barricadoed themfelves with 
trees upon the fide of a hill, and fuddenly fci upon 
them, and after feyerai firings, the Spaniards fled. 
Our men durft not purfue them far, and the thick 
Woods were dangerous to men unacquainrcd there- 
with. They found about eight or nine of their men 
flaiD, and three they took prifoners. There were 
about as[ many of our men killed, and about four- 
icea wounded ; among the wounded were capcaia 
Campbell, Lieutenant Turnbull and Captain Pedro 
an Indian, fore wounded. The fpot where this 
ftirroifli happened, is by the Indians called Tora- 

. tuba. Our men judged it to be about 20 miles dif- 
tance from our Fort, bearing from us about fouth- 
wed, all tne way being mountainous, up hill and 
down hill, but (till the afcent greater and increafing, 
the further inlands they travelled. They found al- 
fo here far up the country, the weather to be wet 
and rainy, efpecially by night, whereas wc that 
Were by the fea fide here below, enjoyed flili fair 
weather. On Feb. i8. our men returned from their 
cngagenxent in peace. This was now a fmtling pro- 
vidence upon us, and our people now generally 
were lifted 'up with hopes and confidence, that a(] 
things would fuccecd profperoufly with them. But 
alas ! we did not walk humbly and thankful before 
God. Under this fmlle of his providence upon us, 
inftead of our glorifying the Godot our falvation, 
there was litde to be fecn amongft moft of o\ir men, 
but exceflive drunkennefs, profane fwearing, rant- 
ing, boafting and finging : And fo came of it, for 
Ihortly after, our prefent fmiles were turned into 
frowns,' our clear fun- (hine was overcaft with dark 
and threatening clouds. Providence had a quite con- 
trary afpeft upon us, and we were foon as much 
dejcfted and calt down, as we had before been vain, 
proud and lifted up. ^ • 

About this time we were betrayed by fevera! ftran- 

* Ijers coming ia among us, imdcr the- pretence of 

friecdlhip. 
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frJendfbip apd neceifity. . An Englifh Sloop came, 
into our harbour, pretending, to be from Jamaica^ 
but was really a fpy from the Spaniards, as after- 
wards we under flood, tbey bad gone from us to the 
Spaniards, apd were in their compauy, when fome 
few days after this, the Spaoiards arrived upon our 
coaft with their Fleet. Likewife about the fame 
time, there were about nine French-men that dropt 
in among us, in a fmall Periago with Tortoifes to 
fell to our chief meu, that were able and willing to 
buy the fame : and thefe alfo afterwards were found 
to be amoDg our enemies ; for there was a mixture 
of feveral nations fcr?iDg in the Spanilh fleet that 
came again (I U9. 

Our fears of the Spaniards now daily increaf* 
, ing, the counfellors ordered the repairing and for- 
tifying the batteries about the Fort, in fuch fort. 
as our prefent circumftances would allow ; and 
having intelligence that feveral (hips were (jpied off 
our coaft. They fcnt forth two Sloops and the long 
Boat belonging to the Rifing^Snn, with feveral mea 
aboard, to cruize along the coaft, and difcover what 
veffels they were, Thefe little veflels failing along 
foon difcovered thefe (hips, whom they found to be 
Spaniards, and tbey gave chafe to our fmall vef- 
fels, fo that they wfere forced to flee in toward their 
harbour. The two Sloops being good failers, got 
fafely into the harbour, but the long Boat being dul- 
ler, wasforced to run'afhore, and the men leaving 
the boat fled for their lives into the woods. Thus 
the Rifmg-fun loft her Ipug-boar, which was a great 
damage to her. 

And now fader times and heavier difafters and ca- 
lamities befel the poor Caledonians, than they had 
hitherto met with. On the 23d and 25th of Febru- 
ary, there arrived in our view about eleven fail of 
3pani(h veflels great and fmall : They came, to an- 
chor within Golden-lfland, over againft Prandiea 
Bay. We daily expefted their coming into our bar- ' 
bouc to attacic our Fort and fliips; Q^^v people were 

now 
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How filltcf xwtH fciaW attd fad^ thought? of heart, a- 
bout ottr donrfitibii atid tbe event 6f \ii1iat might 
befal us. So all bauds. Sea-men aud Land-meu, 
were pbt to work, to fortify the place as well asf 
they cdWd : They alfo madfe feveral' Fire-ffilps of 
their fmallerrcffcls,puitingthcmfelve8!nas good a pbf-' 
tiire of defence as they eduld. Bht the Spaniards' 
did not Come in with their (hips, for they knew this 
hatboor Well enough, \?hich is cafy for great Ihlps 
10 cothfe iilto, but' difficult, and dangeroU*' to get out 
ajgain ; the' Wind this feafon of the year, generally 
blowing i*lght into it. So they' went another way 
to Work, left" dangerous to themfelrcs, and itforef 
difadvantageous to us, which was, To hem us \vL 
both by fea and land. . 

Many were the awful rebukes of God upon U9 at 
this tibe. Beiides a threatening enemy withour^ 
and fore and waftiiig fickncfs and mortality within ^- 
mong ourffelves, it pleafed the Lord alfo to afflft 
us With & dreadful fire that broke out among our 
Huts, and feutfred down to tbe ground fcveral rows 
of them, tilirch was od February 2 ff, by the cafual 
firing of foifAe gun-powder. Hereby many of our 
incn loft all iS^tix goods and cloaths, and feveral of 
flic fick people being haftily pulled out of their Huts, 
to favc theirt from the devouring flames, and expof- 
cd to the open air, it incrcafed then* fickncfs, and 
haftned their death. Thus the ^ngcr of the Lord 
burnt againft us round about, yet few of us duly 
hid it to heart. 

The Spaniards focn after their arrival, fcnf feme 
of their fmaller Vcffels to the eaft ward of Our Settle- 
ifient, near Caret Bay, and there landed men a- 
(hore, intendibg to attack us by laid : And (horily 
after, thefc men of theirs were joined by other Spa- 
dfi^rds that came over land from Panama and SanAa 
Ma:ria, accompanied with numbers of Indians, Ne- 
groes and Molattoes, who were expert 10 knowing 
the woods, and cutting paffages through the thorny 
thickets of ihfc woods in their way. It wa4 now re- 
ported 
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ported by fome, that their whok force, both by 
lea and iaodi amounted io about 2600. Aod noiv 
the Spaniards having made up a confidcrable body 
of men there afliorc, under the command of their 
General, Don John Pimieota, who was prefent 
with them. They drew their men nearer in par- 
ties, toward that neck ofland, that joins our Pea'* 
iofula to the main* 

Oar Counfellors being now certainly informed of 
the Spaniards landing in that place, and their ad- 
vancing that way againtt us, fent out parties of their 
men againfl them, and to defend that pafs at the 
oarrow neck ofland. Our men had feveral fkir- 
miihes with parties of their men in the woods about 
that place, feverals were killed and wounded on 
both iideS; and among others of oiir men. Captain 
Al'lntoth, who flood his ground ftoutiy here, wa% 
fc rely wounded, and died fome few days after.-r- 
This fkirmilh was on Feb. 29, and after this we bad 
/omc few days refpire from ikirmiftiitig. 

On March 17. our men had a frefli Ikirmifld Mfith 
the Spaniards in the woods, and perceiving them 
mw to be increafed in their numbers, in their coin- 
ing againft our men, beyond what they were be- 
fore, and our men not being fo well acquainted apd 
expert in fighting in the woods, ias the Spaniards aod 
their tawny company were, thereupon our men r^* 
tired, and left the Neck of Land free and open foe 
the Spaniards 10 pafs over. 0%v counfellors did Qo 
more fend out any parties of men tba; way, to &k* 
mi (h with the Spaniards, faveonly fcoQtstoobferve 
their motions. So rhc Spaniards gradually advai>c- 
cd nearer to our fcmlement. About the* fame lime, 
the Spanilh General fent a Drummer with a demand 
or challenge to our <:ounCcIIors, which our oipn, 
for want of an interpreter, did hoc wellunderftan^: 
But declared that they were Genticn)en of Honour, 
and would to their utmoit, defend thcmfelves a^d 
tbe place. 

The band of the Lord was verj heavy uppUijis 
li at 
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at this time ; our ficknefs and mortality much in* 
creaiiogy and many daily dying. Mod of our able 
OfEcers were taken away by death : Major Lind- 
fay, one of our counfellors, died about this time. 
This fad viikation did much difpirit and difcourage 
the furviving. that hitherta were in any health : 
For men were very fpeedily taken away by this 
wafting (icknefs. Some in tolerable health to-day, 
and cut oS by fudden violent fevers and fluxes in a 
very few days. 

We had many confufed fabbaths among us at this 
time, through our diftraflions and fears of the ene- 
my. I^ waspropofed by the n\inifter« loour coonfd- 
lorsythat a day of prayer (houldbefet apart,for im- 
ploring the help of the Lord in this our great ftrait 
and day of diftrefs ; but they thought fo little of this 
fpiritual weapon, that they pretended they had not 
time for it^ and fo it was pegle£led. But chough the 
minifters were denied a day for public prayer, yet 
they made confcience to fend up their cries to the 
Hearer of Prayer, both together, and in their fe- 
cret recefles, that they might be remembered in 
their low eflate, and the Lord would be feen rn the 
mount of our extremity. And fome here have caufe 
to remark and to remember, how the Lord fpake 
comfortably to them in the wildernefs, and gave 
them the valky of Achur for a door of hope. 

Shortly after our counfellors and chief officers 
being fenfible they were not in a condition and ca- 
pacity to hold out long againft the enemy, the con- 
tagions iicknefs raging fo among us from within> and 
a bloody. ^dverfary, from whom we expefted no 
mercy, blocking us up both by fea and land from 
without J They fent fomcj^.their number, Capt. 
Kerr, with others, to treat with the Spanifh Gene- 
ral about Articles of Capitulation. But the Spani- 
ard, though otherwife difcreet aud civil to our men, 
was fo high and lofty in his demands and terms at 
this time, that nothing lefs would fatisfy him, than 
a furrendcr of all the Company's (hips, goods and 

ammu- 
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atnmuDitioDi and would only yield to us a liberty to 
tranfport our perrons and wearing apparel in the 
hired (hips, and To be gone from this place. Our 
men would not accept of fuch bard terms, and fo 
this treaty broke up without cffeft, March 22. — 
The Spaniards threatened hard and cruel things a- 
gainft us, preparing for a fpeedy affaulting us. — — 
There was much conflernation of heart among us 
at this time, and upon this difappointment, finking 
fears, and little faith and hope ; our condition now 
feeming mod defperate-like ; Death, on all hands, 
'ftared us in the face, and indeed mod of us had 
the fentence of death in ourfclves. Many among 
us faidi they believed there was not a people in the 
world, in more calamitous and deplorable circum*- 
fiances, than we were in at this time : But as one 
among us well faid. This was the great fupport of 
the true fearers of God among us, though we were 
thus affliftcd, yet we cannot be miferable. And in- 
deed it is the peculiar privilege of God's upright 
ones, that though they be troubled on every fide, 
perplexed, pcrfecuted and caft down, yet they are 
not in defpair; not forfaken, not deflroyed, 2 Cor. 
iv. 8, 9. Though they falU they /ball not be utterly 
caft down^for the Lord upholdeth them with his hand^ 
and is their light in darknejs. 

The Spaniards were ftill advapcing nearer to us, 
and on March 24. they \^ere wiihin a mile of our 
Fort, on the fide of an bill eaftward from us. Soon 
after, they approached fo near, that they were 
^ot between us and our Look-out, which is an hill 
beneath our Fort. And now they had gained the 
advantage of having diredl communication by boats 
from their fleet, whereby they had great guns and 
ammunition brought to their land forces, and they 
were now mounting a battery againft our Fort, upon 
the north^fide thereof., \yhere our Fort was weak- 
eft ; neither could our men by their guns hinder 
their intercourfe with their fleet, nor do them da- 
H 2 mage 
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mage in their camp, for tbe thick woods hid aod co^^ 
Tcrcd them, 

Mapcb a8| and 19. Tbe Spaniards being near 
usr forae of their Mulketccrs advanced forward near 
ibefeiptsof the wood contiguous to our Fort, and 
fired both thcfe days upon our Fort, the bullets fly- 
ing over our heads. We had only one man wound- 
ed at this time. Our men on the other fwle, were 
alfo firing towards them, but they could noc^ get 
iigbt of them, they keeping tbemfelves ftlH darkefv* 
edin tbe woods, and behind the great trees. 

It was a very great lofs jo m, that fince the Spa- 
niards had got fo near our Fort, they debarred us 
from our watering-place. Which was about half a 
mile diftance from our fettlcment, for none were 
tbet^ fufFered or durlt adventure to get out of the 
Fort to fetch water, the enemy lying in the woods. 
So our poor diftreffed people were ncceffitated 10 
to dig for water within the Fort, which is bracki(h» 
puddle unwholfome water : This was moH: hurtful 
to men and pernicious to our men, efpeciaHy 
fo fick and low, as the moil of us at this time 
were. Such water would have made whole men 
fick, and muft needs then be more dangerous and 
hurtful to the fick and dying ; efpecially confidering 
how bad and unwholefome our bid, fait and fpoiled 
provifion now was, and. as for other liquors at thi? 
. lime, 10 give to the fick and dying, we had little or 
none, or any other fuftenance that was fuitable or 
. comfortable, and moreover, our furgeons Drugs 
were now almoft all exhaufted, and our Fort was 
like a hofpital cf fick and dying men. 

While the poor Caledonians in a melancholy wil- 
dernefs were brought thus very low, environed with 
enemies by fea and land, and plagued with conta- 
gious ficknefs daily wafting them, (that we fnight 
juftiy apply that to our cafe, which was Ifrael's com- 
plaint of old in the wildcrnefs^, Pfalm xc. 7. We are 
confumed by thine anger^ and by thy %vraih we are 
troubled} and filled with every thing that can make 

a lot 
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a lot bitter and uncomforcable as gall and worm- 
wood ; and had do exteroal, vifible probability of 
hopes of aYiy fiicconr or rdicf from abroad, refuge 
on all hands fccming to fail them. Di?inc proTH 
dence (that is never at a lofs, and in the mount of- 
eth to be feen) fo ordered it, that the Spanifii ge- 
neral Don Pimienta himfelf, oflFered to capitulate 
.^ith oar cooniellor?^ which was on March 30, and 
March 3 r« The Spaniards and our principal men 
came to an agreement, about delivering up the Fort 
. to the Spaniards, upon certain articles after-men- 
tioned. All our counfellors and officers agreed to 
this Capitalatioo, excepting Captain Gtmpbell of 
Fanah^forefaid, who was always againfl any treat« 
iDg with the Spaniards, other wife than by the fword. 
So there were only iwo counfellors, captain Gibfoa 
ai>d captain Veatch, beiides our other chief ofiIcer9» 
that had the principal managing of this matter.-*-- - 
Captain Veatch had the great burden of affairs lying 
upon him, becaufe captain Gibfon tarried mod pact 
aboard his fhip. 

The Articles were drawn up in Latin by Mr James 
Main, who was our interpreter in this Treaty with 
the Spaniards, becaufe he conid fpeak French, and 
the Spanilh General underftood that language, but 
he declared that he would not fubfcribe the articles 
10 French : Therefore ihey were drawn up in La*.- 
tito, which he alfo underftood, the tenor whereof is 
here fubjoined, tratilated from the Latin copy. 
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ARTICLES OF CAPITULATION, 

agreed upon between his Excellency Don John 
PiMiENTA, Captain of his Catholic MA- 
JESTIES Forces J both by Sea and Land, and 
Governor of Carthagena : And the Comman^ 
dersof Fort St- ANDREW, in the Bay of 
Caledonia, about the furrendering of the [aid 
ForU March 31, 1700. 

ARTICLE I. Air officers, foldicrs and others^ 
vho at prefenc are in the faid Fort, or belong to the 
faid colony, may freely repair aboard their feveral 
(hips by which they came hither, with colours fly* 
ing, and drums beating, together with all their arms 
and ammunitioa, and with all their goods and pror 
irifions. 

II. To this purpofe there is granted to them, the 
fpace of 14 Days to wpod and water in, and thac 
their (hips may be in readinefs to fail. 

III. That time being expired, fo fooQ as the wind 
(hall prefent fair, all our (hips of what fort foever^ 
with all their warlike furniture aboard, with the 
reft above-mentioned, &all fet fail together. 

IV. As much gun-powder, bullets, guns great 
and fmall, as (hall be judged fufficient, (hall be giv- 
cnto every feaman and foldier, and to their feveral 
ihips for their furniture for their voyagfe, a defence 
agaiilft whatfoever evil occurrcht may bcfal them, 
in their voyage from this port towaVd Britain. 

V. All vcffels, great or fmall, that may happen 
>hereaftcr to come from Britain or clfewhere to this 

port, upon our account (hail have liberty to wood 
and water, if need be, and to fet fail again without 
any moleftation from the Sp4ni(h King's fubjcfts, ^- 

pro- ^:; 
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proTiding they commit no hoftility, and that for 
the fpace of two months after the date hereof* * 

VI. All perfons taken prifoners by either party^ 
fiDce his majefty of Great Britain his fubje^is, did 
firfl bring a colony to this place, (hall be forthwith 
reftored and delivered up. • 

VII. That the Indians who have been friendly 
to US9 and converfed with us, fmce we came hkher» 
Ihall not be molefted upon 4hat account. [It is to 
be marked here, that the SpaniQi General woukl 
by no means yield to this article about the Indians^ 
although the Minifters petitioned him upon that 
head: He faid the Indians were the king of Spain's 
fubjefls, and he knew bed how to treat his own 
fubjeAs^ and if the Indians would keep out of his 

. way, he would not fearch after them. And he was 
angry with the reverend Mr Shields, whd^ prefented 
our petition to him, and gave him a (hort anfwer, 
of being too officious, faying to him, Cura tua Ne^ 
gotia, to which he replied. Curabo^ and fo they 
parted.] 

VIII. That what hoftagcs fliall be required, the 
Spani(h General fhall deliver, for the more certain 
performance of the premifes. 

(Subfcribed) PIMIENTA- 

1. In confideration of the premifes, the officers 
ixxA commanders of the forefaid Fort St. Andrew^ 
do unanimoufly deliver up the faid Fort to the Spa- 
cifli General, with all guns great and fmall, toge* 
cher with all other warlike ammunition, at prefent 
therein, and alfb aboard their (hips, except what is 
wpreffcd in the fourth article. v ^, 

2. Likewife all fmaller arms, excepting thote 
which belong to the officers, and one gun, fword 
and dagger, to.be given to every foldi^r, with one 
piftol and fword to be affigned to each feaman, fhall 
moreover be delivered to the Spanifh General. — — 
And that the premifes may be duly performed. The 
Commanders of the faid Fort, ihall within one hour» 

after 
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after ratification of the prennfes, and aftpfboft^es 
received, exprefied ia the eightji article, deliver up 
ooe gate "and ooe rampart to the faid General, to 
be poffcffed by thirty foldiers, until the Scots be all 
got aboard of their feveral 0iips. 

2. We oblige ourfelves that we (hall in no wife 
noleft any of his Catholic Majefty's fubj^fts, either 
by land or fea, while we are upon our voyage hence 
tow'ard Brinain^ providing they do noi moleft or 
trouble us. 

(Subfcribed) GIBSON. 

\EATCH. 



AFTER Ratification of the fprefaid an ides, our 
wen made all the difpatch they were able to get 
ready to fail. We were much afraid left the Spa- 
Dtards (houjd have proven falfe and treacherous to 
us« but God over-ruled thein, that ihey mmda no 
open breach of the treaty. Our ofKccrs now^^tfir- 
cd the favour of the Spanilh General,, that he would 
grant liberty to our men to go and fee if they could 
get oflf the Rifing-Sun*s Long-boar, that was run a- 
fiiore, as is before-mentioned, but he would by no 
means yield to it : thus were two of the faid fliip^'s 
boats loft to her, which proved a great want and 
damage to fuch a (hip. This Fimienta was^ little 
thin man in ftature, but mighty proud, paifionatCf 
ftiff and wilful. 

After the conclufion of the treaty with the Spa- 
niards, they with the allowance of the General, came 
and traded with our people, buying feveral of their 
commodities, which our men were very willing to 
fell to them : and by this means fome of our people 
came to be provided with money to bear their char- 
ges, when they arrived at another port, which 
proved a fa\i;ovirable providence to many of them. 
. Some mayv here que(iion, what were the main 
caufes of the Scots officers capitulating with the 
Spaniards at this time? In anfwer whereunto, 

(thougli 
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(tboQgb from what is above related, fufficient real* 
foD may appear for it, let it be further weighed and 
confidcred. 

1. At this time when they were fo hemmed ia 
by the Spaniards both by fea aod land, they were 
alfo plagued with a fore, contagious, raging and 
wafting ficknefs, which was. now become epidemi- 
cal, and thofe of us, who were not affixed to oTir 
beds, were become exceeding weak and feeble, fo 
that at this junflure they could hardly make out 300 
able men fit for fervice. This did exceedingly dis- 
pirit and difcourage our men, the furviving daily 
beholding what numbers were fwept away by vio- 
lent and fudden deaths, fomecimes we would bury 
16 Men in a day ; and men walking up and dowa 

, in tolerable cafe to-day, would fometimes be fur- 
prized with |he ftroke of death to-morrow ; hedbe 
there was a general confternation of fpirit among 

* us, we looked on ourfelves as dead men, befides 
moft of our beft officers were already dead, and 
taken av^ay by this wafting ficknefs ; therefore oiir 
officers and men that were yet left, faw their cafe 
here defperate and hopelefs, they had no ground of * 
encouragement to hold out againft the enemy any 
longer, .but were glad to accept of fuch terms as 
thcfe, when they had them in their offer, without 

, any longer delay ; otherwife they had been foolifhtfr 
fond of filling this place wi:h their dead bodies, and 
of coveting graves in this wildernefs. 

2. Our people here at this time, had this further 
aggravation of iheirprefentmifery, that their pro- 
vifion was very bad and unwholefome^ as well as 
growing very fcarcc and Ihort ; their bread was 
mouldy and corrupt with worms, their fleih mod 
unfavoory and ill-fcented, their drugs were now al- 
moft all exhaufted, and what comfort was here ta 
fickly and dying men ? 

3. In our prefent condition we could not ration- 
ally expeft any frefli fupplies in feafon for our relief! 
The Spaniards having blocked up the eptry into our 

X harbour 
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harbour by fea, and hemmed us in by Land al(b, 
were in a capacity to keep out any from coming into 
us with fupph'es, (as they aftaally did feverals, as af- 
'terwards we underftood). The Spaiaards might only 
have kept their ftation where they were, and in a 
fliori time have flarved us out, without ufing any 
other force again ft us. 

4 Our fwn were now alfo debarred from their wa- 
:tering place by the Spaniard?, and had nothing from 
-cur poor, fick and dying men to drink, but puddle, 
brackilh and moft unwbolefomc water, which we 
were neceiTitated to dig for within thie limits of our 
Fort, and this exceedingly encreafed oul* 2ffli£llon. 

5. Our fmall Ihot was now almoft all fpent, f.) 
that the Officers came through fceking Pewter veff- 
els to melt down and make bullets of. Our gun-pow- 
dcr ;alfo we had left, was not good. 

6. The Spaniards that were lying againft us aftiore, 
north of our Fort, were now mounting a baitery 
with great guns againft us, and upon that fide our 

•Fort was weakeft to make any defence or refiftance ; 
Our main ftrength being oq that fide next to the fea* 

7. The Spaniards here were in a manner at their 
own home having their towns and plantations round 
about them, and near to them, fuch as Carthag- 
ena, Sanfta Maria, Porto bell, and Panama, from 
which they could in a fliort time, have new fupplics 
of men and provifions brought unto them. So that 
they were in a capacity to have ftayed here long e- 
nough, to have made the poor Caledonians g^lad 10 
capitulate with them, upon harder terms than thefc : 
•Whereas our men were now as in their Enemies: 
Country, and far from friends, and could not tell 
when or whence any relief fhould come to them> 
Dor in their prefenc circiimftances could they reafo- 
nably expcft it. 

8. Our Indian friends could now bring us no re- 
Kef, being neceffitated toftxift for themfeves, for (ear 
of the Spaniards: bcfides fomc of them had gone over. 
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to the Spaoiardsy aod had fecret correfpondeiice with 
them ; for they commooly join with the ftroDger iide^- 
aod little trufl is to be put in mod of them* r 

If the impartial Reader weigh thefe things, and 
candidly confider the cale of thefe diftreffcd People 
in the Wildernefs at this lime, 1 think he (halt have 
no juft caufe to reflefl: upon or find fault with our Of- 
ficers and chief men, for accepting of a capitulation^ 
with the Spaniards in fuch circumftances* Who-* 
ever fhall reproach and bl<)me them for it, as they, 
roanifeft liitle of a ChrifUan fympathy with them 
that are in afflftion, when they ihcmfelves. live at 
cafe, fo I mud tell them they lirile know what it is, 
to be in an American wildernefs in circumftaocea 
that 1 would not wi(h them (were it lawfuU to wifh 
evil to any perfon) to be in fadder circuipPances 
in this world than iliefe afll fted people now werCi 
in a remote, comfortlefs wildernefs, under the Tor* 
rid Zone in a fickly climate, encompaiTed with eqe- 
niies, and all manner of difHculties, a very Magor 
iniffabUb : aod were they in their circumftances^* 
their fouls in their fouls ftctid, 1 prefume they 
would lofe ihcir courage and boafting, and be glad 
to accept of fuch terms as thefe. But amongf many 
other hardfhips that thefe poor affliftcd people 
have met wiih, they muft be patient to fufFer thig 
further, to be as lamps defpifed in the thoughts of 
them ^bat are at eafe. 

We may here rather think it ftraage, how it came 
to pafs, that feeing the Spaniard? had our people at 
fuch difadvaniages, and they had fo many ways the 
advantage of us (and they very well underftopd by 
fpies and others that had gone from us to tbemk, « 
how flraitened and difficult our circumftanccs were) 
yet they condcfcended to grant us fuch favourable 
term', and were not harder upon us. 

What we could underftand herein, as to fecond 

caufcs, that- m'ght have moved the Spaniih General 

I z to 
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to grant unto our people berefuch favonrable terms, 
was this. That befides his own people \^ere for- 
ward in preiling him to yield unto us, as eafy terms 
as might be, and that without longer delay : he 
had intercepted a letter written to our counfellorSi 
by Mr Byars forcmeniioned, who was now upoa 
this coaft returned from Jamaica, but durft not ven- 
ture to come into us, for fear of the Spaniards ia 
his way, in that letter Mr Byars had written to 
our counfcUors out of dcfign, fufpeding it might by 
the Indians the bearers thereof, fall ipto the Span- 
ards hands, telling them to be couragious and bold 
out, for that there were great fupplies of men and 
provifions coming to them fpcedily* This letter 
was fcnt by fomc Indians to the Eaftward, 1 fup- 
pofe, and by the way it was never intercepted by 
the Spaniards, and fo brought unto the General, 
who rufpe£)^ing their might be fome truth in it, was 
afraid of delays, and therefore judged it beft and 
fafefl: to come to Articles with the Scots, affoon as 
poffiblc, to, prevent what after inconveniences might 
happen to his own difadvantage. Befides, we may 
fuppofe he was willing to have as cheap and eafy a 
viftory over our people as he could : (hould he (liff- 
ly ftand out and come to ftorm their Fort, he knew 
it would coft blood, and the lofs of many of his 
men ; for our people being redafted to that extrem- 
ity, would kill before they were killed ; But all tkis 
lofs he might this way prevent* 

But however it was, I (hall not take upon me 
pofitively to determine. Thus divine Providence 
brought it to an iffue, that the Spaniards were glad 
of, and many of the poor diftreffed Caledonians, 
were fenfible of God's wonderfull, feafonable ar^d 
preventing mercy, that had thus delivered them 
from falling a prey to the teeth of their bloody Po- 
pllh Enemies, with whom they expcfted to find no 
mcTcy, though withal they lamented the fad lofs 
and difafter that had now as formerly befallen their 
native country. 

^ Having 



Scotch Settlement at Dar i en. 7j 

Having before made mcntioa of Mr. Byars, it 
muft be here remembred, that whilft in his Sloop 
he was returning from Jamaica toward Caledonia, 
he had in company with him another fmall veffel, 
called the Speedy-Return captain Bailie comman* 
der, aboard of whom was Mr, M'Kay, who had 
been a counfellor in the firft colony, and had left 
this place before the faid colony dcferied, went for 
Scotland, and he was now upon his return from Scot- 
land toward Caledonia. Bat in the way betwixt 
Jamaica and Caledonia, whilft the faid Mr M'Kay 
was a filhing of iharks ftanding at the fiern of the 
veffel, through a fudden falley of the (hip, he fell 
overboard into the fea and fo periflied in a very 
lamentable manner, being torn in pieces by thofo 
ravenous and devouring (harks, the men aboard 
could make him no fea(onabie help nor relief. Mr* 
Byars and his Hoop did not get into Caledonia be* 
caufe of the Spaniards lying in the way, as was not- 
ted before, and therefore he returned to Jamaica. 
But Bailies veffel having Captain Drummond above 
ifientioncd aboard of her who was well acquainted 
with the entry into Caledonia harbour, got into the 
fame by liight not being difcovered by the Spain- 
ards. But our capitulation with the Spaniards, 
was concluded near two days before his arrival ; fo 
that his coming was too late for the intereft of this 
ae(ign. So obfervably did providence give new 
checks to this under^akeing, and the Adventures 
therein; 

While our country men abode in Caledonia they 
buried near 300 men, as they reported, . fo that 
this place proved to our people firft and laft a AV- 
broth-Hataavah ; and of thefe that furvived, the 
greater part of them were fick and weak, forae of 
them were fo very low, that they died upon the 
fliore as they were carrying them to the boats, and 
others of them expired in the boats, before they 
could get them aboard the ihips. It was no wonder 

therefore 
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ibercforcj if many of them died at fca. The time 
our men ftaycd in Caledonia was four months ancL 
about 12 d3ys. The rainy feafon was begun when 
ire took a long farewell of this corner of the Lords 
earth, leaving the Spaniards in pofeffion of h.. 

On the II. 6f April in the evening 1700. ' Our 
people having now got all their furviving men a- 
bo^rdf and matters brought to as good a poftore 
and preparation for failing, as their prcfent low 
and hard circumilances wbuld allow. 

They weighed anchor with much difficulty, our 
mejn being for the mod pair, feamen as well as 
hodmen. Very feeble and weak, endeavouring to 
get out of this harbour with the (hips. They had 
much difficulty with the Rifing-Suo, (he being a 
bulky fliip ofabout 60 Guns, and not fo eafy to work 
as the reft, and the wind being fmall and not very 
fair, 16 that (he was once in hazard of running 
adore upon the rocks next to the fort ; but at 
length, with the help of the Spaniards, who were 
glad to be-rid of us, as we were of them, by 
lowing and warping fome fail together, they got 
her out in fafety before Golden Ifland, where Ihe 
came to an Anchor in view of the Spaniih fleer, on 
April 12 early in the morning, being friday. This 
ihip loft one of her Anchors in Caledonia harbour, 
the reft of our fliips got out with lefs trouble. 

The evening of the faid day weighing anchor, 
we fet fail altogether, fteering north eaft, defign* 
ing for Blewfields in Jamaica, as they had agreed 
among ihemfelves. But when- oijce they had got , 
fo fea, every one made the bcft of his way, not 
waiting for one another, nor ftudying to keep com*- 
pany together, fo fome oi our fleet failing better 
than others, we foon loft fight of one another, our 
whole fleet great and fmaH, conllfted of 7 veflels 
viz. 'The four (hips that came toprether out of Scot- 
land mentioned before, Bailies vefftl, captain Camp- 
bells iloop and an old floop. 

As 
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As they had been exercifcd with fore ficknefii , 
snd moruliiy while in Caledonia, fo now when wc 
\vere at fca, it much iocr eafed upon us, and no won- 
der it was ; for the Pbor fick men were fadly crotid- 
cd together, efpecially aboard the Rifing-Sun like 
f o many Hogs in a fly, or (heep in a fold, fo that 
their breath and noifome fmcU infefted and poifoned 
one another : neither was there any thing fuitabic 
or coriifortable to give to the fick and dying ; the 
the bed was a little fpoiled Oat-meal and water ; and 
poorly were they attended in their licknefs ; and it was 
a moft uncomfortable and dangerous work, for the 
poor minifters to go down and. among them, and 
vilit them in their fad and dying condition, their 
noifome llench being ready to choak and fuffocatc 
any malignant fevers and fluxes, were^ the mod 
common difeafes, which fwept away great numbers 
from amongft us ; from aboard of one (hip the Rif- 
ing-Sun they would fometimes bury in thefea eight 
or nine in one morning, bcfides what died out of 
jihe other (hips ; and when men were taken witk 
ibefe difeafes, they would fometimes die, like mea 
dldra^ed in a very fad and fearfull like manner. But 
this wa9 yet more lamentable to be feen among tbefe 
poor sfH'fted and plagued people, that for all God 
lb afllifted them, yet luey finned (till the more ; were 
as hard and impenitent as before ; would dill curfe 
and fwear, when Gods hand was heavy on them^ 
and rheir neighbours dying and dead about them. 
I remember it was the obfervation of the reverend 
Mr. Shields concerning this people, that he had 
coqverfed with many forts of people, ia feveral partg 
of the world, and had ferved as a minifter for feve- 
ral years in the army in Flanders, but be never 
had feen or been concerned with fuch a company 
as this was, for thegreateft part of them. Surely 
this mi^htmake the poor minillers here lake up 
Diivids Lamentation in Pfalm cxx. 5. Wo is me thai 
Ifojourn in Me/ech and d%veU in the tents of Kedar. 

• While 
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While we were in our voyage toward Jamaica, 
captain Dallings (hip turned very leaky. We had 
for fome time loft company with the Ridng-Sun, 
but by gopd providepce he did again meet with the 
faid (hip at fea, and the people aboard of him were 
glad to be removed from his fiiip, that they might 
come aboard of the Kifing-^Sun for their great fafe- 
ty. So there were none ftayed behind aboard of 
Dalling's (hipi but the feamen with captain Dalling ; 
but foon after bis (hip turned very leaky, that the 
feamen durft not venture to keep at (ea in her any 
longer. So they were neceffiiatcd to run with their 
(hip into Carthagena the neareft port to them at 
this time, to fave themfclves from peri(hing: and 
there at a low rate captain Dalling fold his (hip to 
the Spaniards, himfelf at length through many dan- 
gers getting fafely to Jamaica, where afterwards we 
did meet with him. This is now one of our (hips 
loft (ince we left Caledonia. 

Another of our veflels the old floop, became alio 
very leaky at fea ; ftie mifted the iiland of Jamaica, 
aud was (hip-wrecked upon the illand of Camanos, 
which lies weftward from Jamaica : the; greateft pai t 
of the men aboard of her, were faved by the help 
of the inhabitants of that illand, where fome of them 
after died, and others of them got at length to Ja- 
maica. This is another of our vefiels loft (ince we 
came to Tea. 

It was a tedious, difficult and moft uncomfortable 
paJTage, that we had aboard the Rifing-Sun, on 
many accounts fach as raging ficknefs, great morta* 
lity, bad unwholefome provifions, uncomfortable 
Company, fcant and narrow winds and many dangers 
from without, which the Lord delivered us from. 
But at length on May 7 we arrived fafely at Blew- 
fields, which is (iiuated toward the weft end of Ja- 
maica, others of our company, as captain Millers 
0iip captain Duncans (hip, and Bailies veiTel had got 
to Jamaica before us, only captain Campbells (loop 

ilcering 
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fteettd not onr courfc ; but as afterward wc under- 
flood, went direftly to New York, a far healthier 
cliraaic, and from thence got fafely home to Scot- 
land.. 

Doting our voyage to Jamaica we buried many 
ipcn at fea. . It was reckoned that out of our feyeral 
fljips, there died above 250 men within the fpace, 
of one Wonih; and that, perfon? of all ranks, Offi-.' 
ccrs'and Gentlemen as well as others. 

After' our arrival at Jamaica, our poor people, 
that bad fnrvived thofe many calamities, and had 
got their lives for a prey hitherto, did for tie moft , 
part go a(hore upon the ifland ; and were glad to 
hire themfclves fcrvants tp planters there, as they 
could meet wifh the offer of a mailer, being ear-^ 
nefllydefirous to get out of that calamitous and raofl; 
diftrcffed condition, which they had been fo long, 
in, and were eyen'almoft cotifumed with. 

It was a long ume that our Qiips lay at Jamaica,; 
near rhe fpace of three month?, and during that, 
fpace many of the feamen run away from and de- \ 
fertcd our fl^ps, more cfpecially many of the Ri-* 
fmg-Sun's men, which proved a great lofs to her, 
and much difabled her for peifforthing her voyage 
homeward?. A fad crew of men thefe were, little ' 
good government was among them : fometimes they ;^ 
would not at all regard the cpramands of the Offi* : 
ccrs, but do as they pleafed themfelVCs; aid what'-'- 
a hell was it to be in jHcir company, who neither* 
. feared God por regarded man. 

The ficknefs continued ftill among ourn3« here 
10 Jamaica, and poorly were they treated and badr [ 
ly attended in their ficknr/s. Many of them died " 
in this place before we failed hence, and that of- 
the Seamen as well as Landmen ; the intemperance 
of many of them here where they had opportunity 
to get ftrong liquors in Plenty, did halten their 
death. It was fuppofed, that out of the feveral 
fliips companys that came alive to Jamaica^ there 
K died 
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died Dflf a hundred of tbeiQi. before oor Qiips left 
ibts ifland* 

AmoDg others of our country men chat died here 
in Jamaica, the reverend Mr Alexander Shields . 
was one, he departed this life at Port-Royal jn Jam- 
aica on June 14 of a violent and malignant Fever : 
much lamented of all that knew his worth ^nd parts,, 
and bad the occafioh of his aquaintance. He. had 
been heart weary and broken with this company of 
men, among whom he had laboured and conver- 
fed fo long, with fo little fuccefs ; and therefore 
l^ft them and went up to Port-Royal, defigning, it 
. feemss to^take paffage thence homeward by the way 
of Loodbn. <5ut men propofe and God difpafeth ; 
for be had now done bis work, and it pleafed 
hjjs mader here to call for him, and to put an end* 
10 his weary and troublefome pilgrimage in this 
fj^ot of our Lords earth.. And bow be reffs; fcom 
labours, and bis works follow him. His worth wa$ 
lihle known or prized by the molt of thefe h^* had 
fojoncncd atd laboured atnong. in the work of the. 
Gofpel, of whom they were not worjby. This 
flroke was an awful! frown of providence, upoo; 
that poor company which he was taken from, aiid 
had fo often and ac<K>ionaily exhorted,, reproved 
and adtJoojaiihed ; for the righteous are taken away 
from ibe evil tp come. He was decendy buried 
by fome kind and difcreet Engiifli Inhabitants ia 
Fprt-Royal« in the burial place near King{lQwn \i\ 
Jamaica, a kind country woman Ifable Murray pay- 
ing the cxpcnccs of his funeral. He had only prea* 
chcd one fabbath at Port-Royal, upo*. that tcxt^ 
Hof* 14* 9. The ways of the Lord are rights which 
proved bis.Iaft fermon in luis world. When he was 
in Caledonia, he preached moftly upon that text, Afts . 
xviir 2t$. 2 7. God hath determined the times before ap- . 
pointed 9 and the bounds of our habitations He had 
a ftrong imprelTion for fome years before (as I have 
heard from fome who were intimate with him) ih.ac 

, ' he 
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be (hould die about the middfe of Jtme^ and fo it 
came to pafs. 

There diied here alfo in Janrfaica two of onr 
youHg men, Students in dtvinity, Mr Greg and Mr 
Potter: Mr Jamts Main died here likewife, after 
we had left this ifland. 

The divine providence wrought graciouHy in be- 
half of the other furviving minilVers, Mr Stobowiih 
his wife, Mr Borland, and the widow of Mr Dal- 
gleifh, in that they had rheir lives given them for 
for a prey, in the midft of fo many deaths: fome 
of them wereTDTought back from the gates pf death ; 
and here they were kindly received and entertaiaed 
by ftrangcrs, till the Lord dircdcd them Severally 
•by right ways, and carried them at laft ro places of 
comfort and refrelhtr.cnt, by a feries of wonderful, 
gracious and well ordering providences. 

About a month after we had arrived at Jamaica, 
,we had intelligence by a Jamaica floap come from 
CaJedonia, that the Spaniards were continuing their 
abode in that place, but that tbey were very GcWy 
as the Scots have been before them. 

There was another Scots veffel from Dundee that 
had failed to Caledonia, aftet- our arrival at Jamai- 
ca ; but they met with an unexpefted difappoint- 
ment, as others had done before Ahern, finding their 
country men gone, and the Spaniards now poflef&ng 
that place, who would not fufFer their boat to land 
bat did them no further damage ; fo they failed 
for Jamaica, where they found our (hips lying at 
B!ew-Fidds ; and (hortly ^frer, not finding our vef- 
fels ready to fail, they returned in their voyage for 
Scotland. 

On July 21ft, ,ihe Rifing-Sun,' having by ibis 
time got all ready to fail,"" and preferved as naany 
of their fea-men as they could ; having alfo fome of 
our landmen aboard, among wtiora were Mr. Siobo, 
one of onr tninifters, with his wife: their whole 
number, fcamen and paffengers being about 1 40 
perfons, weighed anchor, and fiet fell from Blci/c- 
K 2 fields 
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'fields in Jamaica, defigning home for Scotland* 
The reft of our (hips, fome of them bad fee fail 
fome days before, and others of them foon after. 
The faid dip, the Rifing-Sun, ftcercd on her courfe, 
till they came up with the gulph of Florida: And 
being got this length, on the 14th of Auguft, there 
came upon them fuddenly^ a violent florm of wind, 
which in a few minutes carried all their mafts by 
the boards and (laved their boats, which they had 
left, all to pieces. By this difmal dMafler, they were 
brought to a very forlorn condition ; their (hip be- 
coming very leaky, and wanting all their mads and 
tackling, they were like a wreck upon the fca. 
However, in this extremify, making the beft (hift 
they could, with the help of a jury-maft, and. what 
pieces of tackling they had left; with much difficul- 
ty they got up to the coaft of Carolina; and on 
Auguft 24th, they came to anchor before Cfaarlcs- 
Town in Carolina, about nine miles from the 
harbour, before the Town, there being a barr be- 
fore the harbour, that fuch great (hips cannot get 
over. They were defigned to take out her guns, 
and lading to lighten heij;; that fo drawing lefs 
water, (lie might get over the barr. But poor peo- 
ple, they knew little, what a fad hour was fpeedi- 
ly to overtake them, Eccl. ix. 12, Asjipcs that are 
taken in an evil netj and as birds are caught in the 
fnare / fo are the fins ofmenfnared in an evil time, 
when it falleih fuddenty upon them. By the gra- 
cious providence of God, there were fifteen of them 
a(hore ; among whom were Mr. Stobo, and his 
wife, before the following deftruftion overwhelmed 
this poor company, aboard the RifingSun. 

On September 3d in the night, it pleafed the 
holy and Sovereign God, to fend down a moft ter- 
rible acd dreadful hurricane,- that raged fo fearful- 
ly and impetuoufly ; that this (hip, the Kifing-Sun, 
was in a little time, all (laved to piece? ; and ail the 
poor people that were aboard of her, were loft, and 

. periihed in the raging fea^ to the number of 1 12 

per- 
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{)erfot^s. Here, poor captain Gibfon, and all the 
contipany died ; and none were preferved, but cbo^ . 
fifteen perfons that were alhorei before this fatal 
firoke came on. The names of thefe fift;^en pre- 
Tcrved, as I learn from lieutenant Qrahame, who 
was one of them» were JameSt Byars a counfellor 
mentioned above ; captain Urqhuart ; Mr. Stobo 
and his wife ;. lieutenant Graham forementtoned ; 
David Kennedy ; lieutenant Durham ; eniign John 
Murray ; cnfign Robert Colqhouo ; William Brca-' 
dy ; John Speoce ; James Dick ; Alexander Hen« 
drie ; John Mikcr a boy, and James Pickens. Thefe 
were all that were fayed from this overthrow. Of 
them that were loft, fome of their bodies were drivf . 
en afhore, with fome pieces of the wreck, but no- - 
thing confiderable. Thus the great and coftly ftiip" 
the Riiing-Sun» came to fuch a fudden and tragical 
iendy and did here fet in fuch a dark and difmal a 
cloud. This laft blowy was one of the foreft and 
mod tremenduous of all the fad ftroaks, which have 
.befallen this dedgn and company concerned therein 
hiihcrio. ^is taliafancio temper et a lachrymis ? 

Some time after this dreadful overthrow, 1 had a 
letter from Mr. Stobo in Carolina ; giving an ac«* 
count of his wonderful prefervaiion, and the cir- 
cumftances of this qorapany, that here periihed, to 
the cflfcft following. — ^^1 doubt not but ye have 
heard how narrowly 1 cfcaped the judgment that 
(Came upon the Rifing-Sun; 1 and my wife, were 
fcarce well gone from ber, when wrath fcized upon 
her ; we were the laft that came from her ; and af- 
ter our departure the ftorm came fo fudden, that 
none could find the way to her. It was the Lord's 
' remarkable mercy, that we were not confumsd in' 
the ftroke with the reft. They were fuch a rude 
company, that 1 believe Sodom never declared fuch 
impudence in finning as ihey ; any obfervant eye 
might fee, that they were running the way they 
went : hell and judgment was to be feen upon them, 
and in them, before the time. You faw them bad, 

but 



liii*l n II m 



•a • The History '^/J^ 

txit I law them wcrfe ; ibeir -cup was full, ^tl«?y 
codld bold no more:; ihcy were ripe, they miilft be 
cot dawn with the fickle of ^b'rs wrath'. — ^^Herc 1 loft 
i»y r books aod all, and have otily my life for aprcy^ 
wh my fkin as it were in my teeth. 

It is obfer vable, ribat beforethis dreadful dtfftrnc- 
tioo'befel this ftiip.and company, it plcafed the Ho- 
ly, Alwife, and Gracious Cod, to remove from 
fhem all their mintfters^ who had fucceffivcjy failed 
io this fl«p, and preached to this company. Firft 
'Mr. Sliields was feparated from rheir company at Ja* 
maica, and taken away by death there, at-Port- 
Roya), as is above related. Afterwards, Mr. Bor- 
land was direftcd by the wife and well ordering pro- 
vidence of the Lord, td leave this fliip and com- 
pany, while they were lying at Jamaica, and ro 
Itcer bis com fe anothet way, Firft, He took paf- 
fagc for Pof i-Royal in Jamaica ; then he took paf- 
fage for Boflbn, in New-England ; and laflly, he 
took paffage for London ; and from thence, Fcr 
varies cqJus^ fer iot difcrtminay he got rafe}y home 
by land, to his own again. The Lord leading, 
preferving, healing, ftrengihening and upholding 
all the way. Then laft of all, Mr. btobo was re- 
markably and wonderfully taken from them, as a 
brand out of the fire, but a little before their finil 
overthrow : Thus when once Lot was gone out of 
Sodom into Zoar, then without any longer delay, 
the Lord rained deftruftion from heaven, upon 
thofe cities of iniquity. Gen. xix. 29, 24. 

The providence of God was very gracious to Mr. 
Stobo and his wife, here at Charles-Town in Caro- 
lina ; in that when they were here brought aftiprc, 
poor ftrangers, and had loft all their furniture ; it 
pleafcd the Lord, who cares for his poor ftrangers 
every where, to incline the hearts of fome difcreet 
and kind Chriftian people iicre, to befriend Mr. 
Stobo, and fupply his wants ; yea, to call him to be 
^ their minifter, and give him a comfortable maintain- 
ancc ; for they were at prcfent in much i^rant antl 

seed 
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need of fucb } minifter» and fo- this rdntrkaUe 
provideDcty in cading Mr. Scobo at ibis time, and' 
in fnch a mauner, was both a wonderful nsercj to 
Mr. Scobo, and a feafoBable^ atKl uaexpe^ed mer^ 
cy to this kind people in Carolina ;. and here I fup^ 
l>cfe Mr. biobo counnaes to this day, if he ht yd' 
alive. .# . . 

While we were iq Caledonia, I remember one 
of tlie minifters preached.aboaid this (hip the IVifiogo- 
Sun» upon that cext^ NifiAh. xxxii. 23, Behold yam 
have finned agair^ the' Lor d^ and be fure your fins 
jhall find you out And bebctkl here, how GoA madir 
gfod his word of rhreatniog^ whrcb. this poor cooi-' 
pany would not believe, not regard { for now ihcir 
iins found, thecn: out with a witoefs. 

It is a great truth, 'that the judgments off God argi' 
often very remarkable^ as in the kicid add vo^nnetf- 
of them, fo alfo fometimes in the very plaqe of tfaettfi^ 
Xhe I^rd gives men ocqdicn: to 'pblerFC fomecinies ' 
their fin in tbcir punilhmeqfi evenin then^ecy plac4^' 
cf iff :as the Lord doalt with Ifrael of oLiin the wil^- 
dernqjfs) Numb. kIv* 2; 28, 29. Jn the w^htomeA^ 
^hey.hadgri|SvpuUy (ion^d and prbvoked God/; w^tl^ 
fays God» in this wildernefs yogr carrafes^ihall £3^:1;/ 
Some good people in Scotland, that had forfaittil)^^ 
knowny captain GibrQi](fi[>i:tmeniioncd,; and hisc6n- 
vieifaiion, having underftooa bis coming: .to foch :a'^\ 
fudden and awful end at Carolina, from theacccook-* 
occafion. to remember and ^rtfle^t upon his former ' 
croel and inhumace carriage, toward ttmfepoor pri- 
foners, whom he tranfportcd to the fame Carolioa 
in the year 1684.. And- to obfervc h:fw that here^* 
in the very fame place^ it pieafed the Sovereiga 
lx)rd of heaven and e&rih, to call him ia fo lerribie- 
a manner to his account. And though the judg- 
ments of the Lord be a great deep, and we are call-' 
cd tojudge fobcrly and cautioufly of tb€m,^et when 
God's hand is lifted up fo vifibly and remarkably,' 
fureiy we are called to regard <uid obferve his opera- 

. tions^ 
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tions, and Vifcly to conGder his doiag^r, Pfal. Ixrv. 9. 
Howthe Lord makes himfeliTknowD by the judgment 
which he cxecuteth ; and how he deals out judgnaent 
without mercy, to them that had fhewed no mercy. 
This (hip the Rifrng-Sun, ; had been a veiTel/ia 
which much fin was committed ;'and in that fame 
bottom, God brought many of ihefe poor peopJe 
to a fudden and lamentable end ; ' (hip and company 
periflied altogether. • Let our flefli tremble for fear 
of him, and let us btf afraid of his judgments. 

By the fame hurricane at Carolina, there was an- 
other of our (hips loft in Charles-Town harbour, 
which was captain Duncan^s (hip, but the men fav^ 
ed their lives. Captain Dancan b'mfelf, who was 
a difcreet fober man, died at Jamaica, before his 
flNp felled. thence ; bis fpirit being broken by the 
many (ad difafters which be had mef with 'in. -this 
Undertaking. 

r.The fad hurricane did alfo a great deal of damage 
td the country of Carolina, deftroying their corn 
and rice ; burying it in the ground ; breaking down 
the trees; overthrowing their bourfes. Tlicir were 
alfafeveril other flxips loft by this hurricane, that 
were lying in this harbour^ and feveriil of f he^inen 
aboard of chem loft* 

-'.Another of our fliips called the Compan/siHope, 
captain Millar commander, was alfo lotl in her voy- 
age from Jamaica ; being caftaway upon the rocks' 
called Colorados, on the weft end of Cuba. But 
the men aboard this vclTel, favcd tbcmfelves by their 
boats, fome going afbore upon Cuba, and betaking 
tbcmfelves to the Spaniards, and others of them 
returning to Jamaica. Captain Veatch oae of our 
counfellors failed paflenger in this veffel ; but he 
died at fea before the fliipwrcck of the veffel : He 
Was a fober, difcreet and prudent man, but broken 
with the jpany croffes and burdens he met with la 
this undertaking. 

Bailies veffel and captain Campbells lloop, did 
both get home to Scotlandj which are all of our 

fleet 
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fleet that came from Caledoniay that were preG:rT<* 
cd from ruin. 

The four (hips that failed together out of Scot- 
land, being all ioft, and the men mod part dead. 

I (hall here remember the names of fome of our 
country-men that deceafed fince we came from Scot* 
land, fome by fea, and others by land. 



Mr Alexr. Dalgleifh, 

his maid and child 
Capt. Wallace 
Enfign Kinaird 
Capt. Ram fay 
William Mafterton 
Mr JefFeries Inginecr 
Mr Thomas Greg 
Mr John Muir 

Laird of Dunlop 
Mr Andrew Stuart, bro* 

thcr to the Eari of 

of Galloway 
Capt. Kerr 
Sir Alexr, Kiaard 
James Bowdon 
Enfign Bailie 
Enfign John Innies 
Ninian Warden 
Lieut. Alexr. Ramfay 
Enfign Arthur 
Capt. Montgomery 
* Capi,^Gibfoncounfel. 

Stuart of Minto 
- Mr JohnftonhisWife 

and Son 
^'hriflopher Strang 
James Bowton 
John Gawie 
Mr John Potter 
Lieut. Kerr 
Samuel Fuierton 



Claud Moor 
Alex. Hamilton 
Enfign Hugh Scott 
Alexr. Campbel 
John Brown 
Lord Mungo Murray 
Nathan Maxwel 
Maj. Lindfay C 
Robert Alfton 
Michael Shields 
James Bowers 
Mr James Main 
Capt. Murray 
William Taylor 
Capt. John Bailie 
Capt. Bain 
Enfign John Young 
Mr Alexr. Shields 
Capt. MMntofh 
Major Ramfay 
Capt. Duncan 
Capt. Veatch Conf. 
Thomas Miller Surg. 
John Bailie Surgeon 
Mr. M*Niel 
William Lamb 
Mr Colvil 

William Cunninghanoi 
Boatfwain of the Rif* 

ing-Sun^andhisSoa 

a little boy. 
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From all tbcfe preceding accounts, we may ve- 
ry near compute, that fince the fird beginiog of this 
defign to fettk a Colony in Caledonia, in America, 
umilthat laft dreadful blow upon the Rifmg-Sun, 
and her company at Carolina;, our nation has lo(t 
near two thoufand men in this undertaking, by fea 
and land together. So cxpenfive and coftly a bar- 
gain hath this projeA been, as to the lofs of many 
men's lives, befides the expence and lofs of a vaft 
treafure beftowed thereupon. 

Tanta molts erat Darienfem colere terram, 

So coftly and fo dear was this defign. 

To plant a Colony in Darien. 
So many and fo calamitous were the difafters that 
befel this defign and company concerned therein : 
From all which we may draw fome obfervations, 
and make fome ^efleflions for our inftruflion ; out 
of the eater we may fetch forth meat, and out of 
the ftrong we may draw out fweetnefs. 

I. From all that hath befallen this undertaking 
and company, it is fadly evident and plain, that be 
that runs may read it, bow a holy and juft God has 
eminently appeared againft, counteracted, and frown- 
ed upon all the fteps of it, from the firft to the laft, 
and upon them that were- concerned therein : And 
thefe fad blows and frowns, reach honfe to our na- 
tion alfo, with a fad afpcft upn them, fpcaking 
forth the Lord's anger, and call for humiliation 
, from all. Surely God is angry with us, and has 
turned a deaf ear to our prayers ; the cry of our 
fins, hath outdone the cry of our prayers ; and hath 
extorted (b many awful inilapces of the hol/fevc- 
rity of a jealous God agaioil us. That claufe in 
the Commiilion's printed letter, page 15, 16. has 
had a fad and true accompliihment^ upon the per- 
fons employed in this undertaking.-— If you forfake 
him, he will forfake you ; and all your forward ex- 
pedations and blooming hopes, (hall be blafted and 
wither, and your Colony laid defolatej your names 

irilead 
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inflead of honour and renown, (hall be branded with 
infamy, hrfling and fcorn ; and your blelSngs turned 
into curfes, and the Lord (hall pluck you up^ and 
not plant you, .and (hall feparate you unto evil, 
Deut. xxix. ii. after he had faid^ he would do yoa 
good. 

2. But fome may fay, what meaneth all the heat 
of this great anger ? why hath the Holy Ghoft walk- 
ed fo contrary to us ? Is it not becaufe we have 
walked contrary to him ? Lev. xxvi. 23, 24. And did 
cajl his precepts behind our backs. ,V^c did not honour 
him in our dcfign and way; but many ways diflbo- 
noured, contemned, and rebelled againft him. There- 
fore he hath cxpofed us to contempt and reproach 
among ftrangers : He hath watched upon the evil^ 
and thought it upon us : He has troubled us in his 
wrath, and vexed us in his fore difpleafure ; and 
hath followed us with one ftroke after another ; and 
broken us with breach upon breach. Thefe that 
had efcaped the fear, he has made them to fall in- 
to the pit ; and they that bad got out of the pit, he 
bath made them to be taken in the fnare, Ifa, xxiv. 
17, 18. His an^er hath not turned away from us^ till 
it hath confumed the moji of us : They who had got 
out of one (ire; another* (ire hath devoured them, 
Ezek. XV. 7. Surely the Lord hath made our fins to 

Jind us out with a witnefs. Numb, xxxii. 23. 

3. That the fins of a profeffiog people outward- 
ly in covenant with God, and enjoying the means 
of grace and calls to repentance ; when ftill they 
continue rebellious, obftioate, and ftiff-necked ; will 
fooner or latter, bring down upon them, the fe- 
vered of judgments, Amos iii. 2. Tou only have I 
known of all the families of the earth ; and therefore 
I will punifbyoufor all your iniquities. God will 
bear long with many things in another people, which 
which he will not let pafs, without fevere, and more 
fpeedy rebukes, upon a profefling, but impenitent 
and inccrrigible people. 

X. 2 4 That 
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4« That all the rods and judgments of God^ ]rca 
mercies and deliverances too, toward ftubbotn and 
impeoitent (inners, will not of themfelves alone^ 
bumble and reform finners, make tbem ceafe to do 
evil, and learn to do well ; unlefs fpvereign and 
fpccial grace concur, and join in together* with, the 
fame. Ob ! How vifibie and remarkable was this, 
in this poor company, who notwithftanding they 
were fp plagued and fmitten of God, yet they rc» 
belled dill, they finned yet more. Yea many times 
did he delivet them ; but ftill they dealt proudly, 
vere unthankful, and hearkened not to his com-^ 
mands : the goodnefs and patience pf Gfod did not 
lead them to repentance, 

5, It is an awfiil- demonftraiion of the Lord's an- 
ger againft men, when he infatuates their couofcis, 
fuffcrs thjm to take wrong fteps and meafures. Qtios 
jPeus vult perdefCj dementat prius^ and* when he 
leaves them to truft in the arm of ^e(h, and their 
own carnal policy ; fo that they look away from the 
holy One pf Ifrael ; and when he removes ufefui 
inftruments, and permits worfe to be employedt 
and continue in their (lead. 

6. When men are big, and puflFed up with lofty 
bopes and high expectations from earthly things, 
how promifing like foever they be ; boaft and con- 
fide in their own worldly wifdom and ftrength, their 
projeQs and meafures ; it is juft with God to blafl; 
them therein, and make them to fee themfelves but 
men ; their wifdom to be but fooliihuefs, and to be 
aihamed of their vain confidences. Hereby God 
teacheth us to truft flelh and the world lefs, and 
find to look unto God more, and to have our hopes 
and expectations firom the worlds mean and bw, 
and to make God our only glory and confidence. Q 
the great vanity^ emptinefs and uncertainty of all 
vovldiy things, and hopeful like projefts here be- 
)c :/. Truft cot in fuUunary things, nor expcft 
tappliAtfa therefrom, Jcr, xvii. 5. jL.arthl> happi- 

neis 
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cefs will never anfwer full meafure to man's defire* 
May the many fad difafters and furprifing difappoint-' 
inj^nts, which attended this affair of Caledonia, teach 
us to moderate our deGres and expediatiotis irom 
earthly things ; not to feck them over eagerly, iho* 
they may fecm never fo advantageous and pronaifing- 
like ; nor to be overgrieved . or difquieted for the 
lofs and defeating of our hopes about the fame, con- 
fidcrlng the great uncertainty of the fequel and c- 
vent of all human affairs. And may the fame ex« 
periment teach aifo our people at home, to value 
and edeem more higl^ly, the glorious gofpel of our 
Lord Jefus, and the bicffiogs thereof; the mer- 
chandize whereof is better than the merchandize of 
filver, and the gain thereof greater, than all the fine 
gold in the Indies. When outward things fail and 
mifcarry, learn we more highly to prize, and ear- 
neftly to.feek after the true riches, that will never 
fail, and no man can rob us of. 

7. If one finnerdeftroy much good, Eccl. ix. 18. 
much more will many finners furely do it. What 
wonder is it, if great and hopeful like defigns mif- 
carry, when uiiikilful and unfaithful iodruments 
are employed and enti-ufted with the management 
thereof! they that fend a meffage by the hands of 
fools, cut oft' the feet and drink damage, Prov. xkvi. 
6. Onr countrymen at home have fad and too late 
experience hereof: great defigns had need to be 
well founded and framed, and wifely managed and 
carried on. All places in America are not alike fit to 
plant Colonies in, neither are all men fit to be en- 
trufted with fuch a work. 

8. In eommtxn judgments and calamities, the ho- 
ly and fovereign God fometimes fees it meet, to 
fuffer ieven feveral of his dear fervants and precious 
ones, to fall and be carried off the ftagc thereby : 
his judgments arc a great depth, but it is in mercy 
to his own people, die when, or Where, or in what 
manuer it pleafeth God : they are taken away from 

the 
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the evil to come, and enter into peace : but it prog- 
nofticates no good to that people (efpecically if im- 
penitent and unthankful,) from whom they are rc- 
»oved^ but rather evil and fear of future wrath and 
approaching judgments. 

. 9. The great governour of the world in common 
and epidemicar judgments upon poor finful men, 
yet remembers mercy in the midft of deferved wrath 
and anger, and docs not make a full end ; but fpares 
fome to be monuments of his rich mercy, and diftin^- 
guilhing and fparing goodnefs, that they may tell 
of all his wondrous works, and found forth his praif- 
cs» Surely then, thefe perfons who have got their 
Fife for a prey, and hayc efcapei thefe many and 
▼arious deftruftions that their xiyes have feen, and 
which they have in a great mcafure been tried by, 
and very narrowly efcapcd, are under deep oblige-* 
tions to remember all the way, which the Lord led 
them through the wildcrnefs and through the fca, 
^nd how he lifted up his hand for their deliverance, 
and to fingof the mercies of the Lord, Pfal. Ixxxix. 
1. to fing of mercy and judgment, Pfal, 10 1. i, 
and to pay their vows to the moft High, Pfal. 1. 14. 
while they have a day to live in the world. 

How obfervably and wonderfully does God fom&» 
times guide his people, and lead them by ruining 
difafters: he leads the blind in a way that they know 
not, and by aright way; and pulls them as a brand 
out of the burning ; and orders thofe providences 
and means of their prefervation, the defign whereof 
tjiey little underftood at the time. It is good for 
God^s people, that they and all their concerns and 
motions, are in the Lord's hand, and not in their 
Qwn : he is wonderful in counfel and excellent in 
working. Perfgrini Deo Cura, 

10. Some of thefe poor people concerned in thefe 
many changes, difaftcrs, hardfhips and calamities* 
have caufe to celebrate the praifes of the Lord, that 
as their burdens and trials were many and heavy ; fo 

the 
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the tnoft gracious and cverblcffcd Lord gave them a 
back for the burden ; and as their day was, fo he 
made their ftieogih to be ; in the mount the Lord 
was feen, and in the day when they cried unto him 
in trouble, he coratorted them, and ftid to them fear 
cot : Yea prevented ihera with his mercy ; in the 
valley of Acbor (trouble) he gave them a door of 
hope, and made them to fee that the mod deplorable 
and fcemingly defpcrate eftate of God's people, it 
capable of comfort, and may in God's due time be 
jDhanged into a profperous condition. God is a juft, 
holy, all-wife, all-fufficient, covenant-keeping, and 
infinitely gracious God to his owp remnant, where- 
ever they be ; and is never at a lofs to be, and do 
for them : let their cafe be never fo defperate-Iike, 
yet they may dill encourage themfelves in the Lord 
their God. Faith in God, prayer unto him, patient 
waiting upon him and keeping his way, are itill the 
beft, fafeft, fureft and moft comfortable courfe, for 
the people of God in all their changes and tentati- 
ons in this troublcfome world ; fo that though they 
be as forrowful outwardly, yet they are always re- 
joicing in the Lord, in whom they have peace. 

11. (k)d's government of things here below, is 
often myfterious and dark for the prefent, but al- 
ways juft, holy, wife, and gracious to his own peo- 
ple in the end. Let us not then go about to judge or / 
quarrel God in his providences, but rather where 
we cannot comprehend him, let us reveremly adore 
him, hymg Righteous art thoUj O Lord^ who haft 
judged thus. For though clouds and darkne/s are 
round about htm^ yet righteoufnefs and judgment are 
the habitation of his throne^ Pfal. xcv. 2. And let u$ 
believe that what we fee not, and know not now, 
he will make us to fee and know hereafter, and ia 
the end to fay, he hath done all things well: Evea 
our breakings, and loffcs, and difappointmcnts, have 
tended to our gain and advantage, Periijfem niji pe^ 
riijjem. Who knows what good the Lord may in ttie 

iffue 
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iflbe bring forth out of all thefc difmal and break- 
ing providences In favours of our nation ? Said Jo* 
feph to his brethren, Gen. 1. ao. TCou thought evil 
ogainji me^ but God meant it for good. We arc prone 
10 mifconftruft the providences of God, when they 
do not fuit our prefent carnal defires and expe£la- 
tions, and to think and fay, all thefe things are a* 
gainft us ; when in the mean tioie^ the wifdom of 
God may be ordering and difpofmg them for onr 
greater advantage. We ordinarily lookt)n!y at pre- 
fent things, but God looks to the end of things and 
wifely orders and over rules all events in his own 
lime and way, to the bcft ends. Kemember the (lo- 
ry of Jofcph, and fee how God made all the crofs- 
like providences and unjufl: ufages which he met with 
to contribute dircflly, to his future advancemeclt and 
glory, and to the prefcrvation of his father's family. 
De operibus Dei ante quintum aduniy non ejljudican" 
duniy Ifa. xxviii. 2,9. 

12. When God's judgments are abroad in the 
World, he experts and calls that the inhabitants of 
the earth will learn righteoufnefs, (Ifa. xxvi. 9.) and 
more efpecially, thpfe who are more nearly and im- 
mediately concerned therein. O that our nation of 
Scotland may confidcr and lay to heart, the voice of 
God toward them, by fuch awful and difmal frowns 
and rebukes of his providence againft them, and their 
undertakings both at home and abroad. Surely his 
controverfy was not only againft that poar company, 
fent abroad into the wildernefs ; but is alfo with our 
people at home, who employed and fent them, aa 
is .evident by God's breaking their works, and ftain- 
ing the pride of their glory, and making them to be 
aQiamed of their vain confidences. Certainly then, 
God calls our nation to confider their ways, as he 
called them of old, in Hag. i. 7, 9. Thus faith the 
Lordy ye looked for much^ and loj it came to little^ 
therefore confider your ways ; that fo we may fee our 
fins and provocations, tbe grounds of contending with 

us. 
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11S9 be deeply humbled and mourn for them, and re^ 
pent and reform. Think not that thefe poor peo«- 
pie who have fallen abroad in the wildernefs, and 
in the fea, were fioners above all them that live ftill 
in Scotland. Alas ! Is it not matter of fad lamenta*. 
lion, that there are (till vaft numbers of all ranks 
yet behind, as bad as they, who in a land of up- 
rightDefs, will ftiil do wickedly, and will not be* 
bold the majefty of (he Lord ; who fin with an high 

. hand, againft ail warnings, much light and mucb 
love ; who mock at religion and godlinefs, defpife 
the gofpel, and turn the grace of God into wanton- 
nefs. Say not then, we are better than they, or 
that thofe men were finners above all them that 
dwell in Scotland, for our Lord tells us, Luke xiii. 3, 
5. That except we repent ^ wejhall all likewife te^ 
rilb. Have our poor country-men abroad, met with 

; fuch things ? And do we think to go altogether un* 
puniflied. May we not fnppofe that a holy God 
has fet them up as beacons and warning pieces to us, 
that we may fee, what we may juftly expeA, if we 

I do not betimes with holy fear, repent and turn and 
learn righteoufoefs. O let us confider God's an- 
ger againft them, his fmiting them with plague upon 
plague, and wheiefore was he wroth with them? 
Was it not becaufe they had finned. Learn we then 

I inflru^lion from their being made fuch an example* 
Lege hijioriam nejias hijloriaf 

Who can perufing this, but be difmaid, 
God's awful judgments (hould make us afraid. 
Caledonia haib been a very lofiog as well as ex« 
penfive bargain, to moft perfons that have been con- 
cerned therein, whether at home or abroad. Pity 
that we fhould be every way lofers. To make ibme 
amends for which lofles, and to give fome relief and 
eafb to our complaints, and obviate our mnrmnriogs 
^feontents,'and to let us fee what profit and advan- 
r^e we may reap, even out of the ruins of Calc- 
doQia> is the main defign of thefe s^cmoirs and ob- 
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fcrvaiions thereupon; Which if they be duly weigh* 
ed and cooGdered without prejudice, with a fiogie 
eye and a Chriftiao aim \ it is hoped the lofers wi)! 
have caufe to fay with David, It is good for them 
ifiat they have been affiiSled ; out of their difappoinr- 
ments and breakings, there bath (prtiog forth much 
advantage, and through metcy, what they have ioit 
is not all loft \ for their worldly lofs hath turned ta 
iheir fpiritual gain and wifdom, and by fpch convioe- 
ing arguments of the vanity, uncertainty and deceit- 
ful naiore of all creature comforts and expeAations^ 
they have learned more to realize and live upon di- . 
^ine immutable aH-fnfficicncy, to fceure to them- 
selves better and more abiding riches, and to chufe 
God^s teftimonies for their heritage for ever, and 
make them the rejoicing af their heart. 
. To conclude thefe memoirs and obferva-tions \3rp0a 
the Caledonian affairs, it may perhaps be not impro* 
per nor unufefui for the compofiog and regulating 
jhe unquiet motions and undue thoughts of our fpi- 
rits, through the many crofs providences that have 
attended this undertakiog, to bfert here this follow* j 
iQg relation. 

There was a Hermit who was vexed with blaf- 
phemous in}eAions about the wifdom atid jufticc ol 
divine providence. An angel in human ihape ap- 
pears to him, and invites him to travel with him,. ^ 
that he might fee the hidden judgments of God-r 
The firft night they lodged at the houfe of a man 
who kindly entertained them : the aogel took avt'ay 
a valuable cup from their hoft, at their going away 
in the morning ; aod beflowed this cup upon a very 
wicked man, with whom they lodged the fccond 
eight. The third night, they were mod lovingly 
treated at the houfe ot a very godly man, from whoot- ^ 
when they went in the morning; the angel meeting 
a fervant of his, threw him over a biidge into the 
water, where he was drowded. And in the fourth 
Highly being in like manner moft courteoufly enter- 
tained 
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nnDed at the boufe of a very godly maot the togel 
before the morniDg, did uoaccouDtably kill this godly 
tnan's only child. The compaoioo of the journey be- 
ing wonderfully offended at tbefe things, would have 
lett bis guardian : But the angel then thus addreiGed 
him; Underftand now (fays be) the fecret judg* 
tneots of God ; the fiirft man that entertained us, did 
inordinately affcd that cup, which I took from bim» 
it was for the advantage of his inward nyan thati 
took it away ; and 1 gave it unto the wicked mao, 
as the prefent reward of his good works, whk:h is ail 
the reward that he is like to have. As for our 
third hort, the fervant which 1 flew, had formerly a 
bloody defign to have killed his mailer ; but now ycu 
fee, I have favcd the life of the mafter, and pre- 
vented fometbing of growth unto the eternal puniCb- 
ment of the murderer. As for our fourth boft, bcfone 
that child was born unto him, he was a very liberal and 
bountiful perfon, and did abundance of good with 
bis edate : But ^hen be faw that he was like to leave 
fuch an heir ; he grew covetous, wherefore the foul 
of the infant is tranflatcd into paradife, but tbe occa* 
fion of fiD, is you fee mercifully taken away from ths 
parcnr. Pfalm cxix. 1 3 7. Righteous art thou^ O Lord^ 
and upright are thy judgments. Pfalm cxlv. 17. ^he 
Lord is no^btecus in alt his ways^ and holy in all his 
nvorks. Deur. xxjii. 4. He is a rock^ bis work is 
ferfcSt, for ail bis ways are judgment^ a Gad of truth 
and without iniquity^ }*^Jl and right is he* 

By way of appendix here, we may briefly frotn 
thefe preceeding accounts, remark fomemanifeftdi fad- 
vantages and infuperable difliculties, that our fettle- 
tnent in Darien was expofed to and attended witb. 

I. Our fettlemcnt in Darien was in the very bo- 
fom of our Spanifli enemies, and too near bordering 
upon their plantations round about us on all hands, 
except the North, viz. There was Carthagena, a 
powerful feulement of theirs to the Eaftward ; there 
was Portobel and Panama to the Weflward ; and 
M % Sanaa- 
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SanAa-inaria to the Soathward ; all withio fixty 
leagues of as, and feme of them at much lefs di^ 
tance : From which they could in a few days bring 
confiderable forces ag^nft us, and work our ruin, 
and nip our colony in the bud. This was a Tcry 
confiderable and manifeft difadFantage, that our Co- 
lony was expofcd to, in its firft fettling here. We 
iat down befide ill neighbours, and tbofe too many 
and too powerful for us ; and the Spaniards declared 
that fo long as their kingdom had any ability, they 
would nefer fu£Fer a Colooy of ftrangers to fettle 
there, fo near their doors, to the underminiog of 
their trade : therefore I heard it declared by fome 
nnderilanding merchants in America, that uolefs we 
could be matters of the feaupon this coafl, and keep 
up a power here fuperior to that of Spain^ we could 
never ezped to keep that place. 

2. Our fettlement in Daricn, was in a very fickly 
and unfrholfome climaie as is marked above ; therc- 
ifore the Spaniards deferted it long ago ; and could 
.\ par people of a far mote, northerly latitude than Spain 
n, expcft here long to thrive and profper ? This con- 
(deration alone, would foon have made our people 
weary of it, as a place too hot for them, too coHv 
ly and chargeable to maintaic. 

J. Our people both at borne and and thofe fent 
abroad to the Colony, were but raw and ubfkilful, 
moft of them, in matters relating to the planting of 
^ Colony in the Weft Indies. -Their cooftirution, tem- 
pers, experience and education, did ill iuit with this 
undcrtakrqg. . 

4* Tbe government of this Colooy being com- 
mitted to many hands conjuodiy and not mainly en- 
' trufted to the care and management of one emtnenr, 
fkilful and well qualified perion, as was above noted, 
had alfo its e2e£lS| upon tbe ill fuccefs and breaking 
of this defign. 

5. The place of our Harbour and Fort here, w^is 
ill c}}9feA and fixed upon, it being fo di^cult and 

dan- 
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dangerous getciog out of it, for a great pare of the ' 
year : befides it was near half a mile diftant from 
good water. 

6* Oar neighbours at home and their plantaticns 
abroad^ foroe of them, looked upon our fettlemenc 
and undertaking, with a jealous and evil eye ; and 
the c£fe£is of this, proved alfo difadvantageous, cq 
the fuccefs of our Colony ; for how were we able ca 
iUnd before fuch envy ? efpecially when alone, an4 
left to our own (ingle ftrength. 

7* This place of our fettlement lay very remote 
from our native country of Scotland : it was a long 
voyage between them; and then we could expeft 
but feldom fupplies of provifion, but what muft come 
from Scotland. This was no fmall difcouragement to 
our Colony. As our proviiions are none of the beft 
for tranfportation to the Weft Indies, fo they muft 
needs be much damnified before they could arrive at 
Darien ; and there was great hazard alfo of their, 
coming too late, as it fared with them of the firft 
Colony, 

Now, if any pcrfon (hall think fit to cenfure fome 
of thefe forementioned difficulties and impediments^ 
io the way of this Colony's thriving here ; yet Ice 
him view and confider them all jointly, and then pa(s 
fcntence ; whether our Colony in Darien could prof- 
per. 

Non n^ccant quamvis fmgula^ junSla nocentm 

No wonder then, our infant Colony 
In Darien, could not long thriving be. 
By fuch ill nl^ighbours, in a fpot of earth 

Bcfet with griefs, and daily views of death. 
Remote from friends, the objefts of envy 
Tq many, who did wilh we here might die* 

Our 
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Qdr fingle ftf^gih, bat feeble to fupport iiv ' 
Oar fldll in'-fach affairs, froall to dlrcft m. 

Bcfidcs an higher caufe of oar diftreffes,- 

GodV Wrath againft' ils, for oar great trefpaffcs : 

TSien ftraftge not that our new plantaiioa 
SoOfidied> and came todcfolatioQ. 



A LETTER written by the Reverend Mr^ 
Francis BoKLAND to his Parishioners^ 

Bo/ion J NeW'Englandj igih Nov. lyyof 

MY dear friends and beloved ia our Lord Jefuf 
Chrift, you (hall know that, through the 
tender ;|nd fparing mercies of our good and gracious 
God, 1 am yet in the land of the liviog. and reftor- 
cd to pretty comfortable health, fiocc I came from 
Jamaica. I wrote a letter to you, when I was in Ja* 
maica ; and alfo I wrote to you when I was in Ca* 
Icdonia. 1 was fick in both thefe places; but the 
Lord had mercy upon me, and railed me tip again 
when many did fall around me. Many faivati- 
oa^ w6 deliverances have I met with finc^ I parted 
with you ; and now having obtained help of God, 1 
continue unto this da)^ 1 failed from Jamaica, Au*- 
guft loth, and arrived fafely here September, iph. 
It was the Lord's great mercy to me, that I was di- 
refted to come this way; for the biggcfl: of all our 
&ips called the Rifing-Sun was caft away and loft u- 
poo the coaft of Carolina, and the moft part of the 
people that were on board of her died , there. I 
hope 1 have had an interefl In your prayers. 1 dc- 
firc that you may flill earneflly drive with God in 

prayer 
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"prayer for ire ; tbat God who hath preferved me 
hitherto,, may ftill keep me, and id his own good 
lime redore me onto you again, in peace aod with a 
bcfling ; for 1 long t<^ fee you again, that, if It be 
the Lord's will, I may yet ferve Chrift id the worik 
of ihc gofpel among you, and there. pay my vowa ^ 
irong you ; and that we may magnify the Lord, and 
exalt his name together* 1 care not noir to fail ia 
the winter, failing being then dangerous, and mf 
health being much impaired by the cold. But if the 
Lord (hall fee good to fpare me ; 1 defign, if ihz 
Lord will, to fet forth in my voyage home-ward a-- ^ 

boot the fpring of the year. Arid may the Lord 
direct and profper my way unto yott» as he hath hi- 
ther lo performed all ihingjj for me. I hope the PreC- i 
by tery are careful to fupply you with the ordinance* 
oF the gofpel now in my abfencc according to their pro- 
niifc : And 1 hope you will be as careful and confcienti- 
oufi in waiting upon the ordinances of the gofpel the / 
means of your edification and falvation. My dear 
fiituds, luind and know the things of your'peaceinthts 
your day. Make furc your intereft in Chrift, As yoa 
have received Chrift Jefusthe Lord, fo walk ye in him. 
Be examplary before one another. Walk in love, j 
unity and peace among yourfelves. Smdy not only \ 
to have a form of godliucfs, but alfo the power there- ( 
of. Negleft not prayer in your families ; and ia i 

• learning to acquaint yourfelves with God in Chrift 
Jefus, know that godlinefs is great gain, and with- 
out holinefs no man can fee the Lord. I can tell you 
from experience, that godlinefs is profitable in all 
things : that the l^rd is good, and hU ways are right, 
and he is a buckler to them that walk uprightly, and 
put their truft in him. He is a prayer hearing God. / 

Acquaint yourfelves with the life of faich upon the 
jTomifes of God in Chrift Jefus, both refpefting this 
iiie, and that which is to come. True godlinefs will ' 

yield you comfort and fupport under all your croffes 
and warns and alllidiions whatfoever. God will not be 

wanting 
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Wanting nnto yon, if ye be not wanting in yonr ddty 
toward him. Nay, my friends, bear bim that is 
now fpeaking unto you from afar. Ob, fee that 
all fin and ungodlinefs be difconntenanced and ab- 
horred among yon. Look like peofde profeifing 
godlineft, and hoping for the life and immortality 
by Cbrift Jefus. So commending you all to the rich- 
es of the grace of God in Cbrift Jefus that is able to 
tnuld you up, and give you an inheritance among 
them that are fan^tified, with my lo?e and beft wi(b- 
ta for you all, 1 remain, dear friends; 

Tour fouls well-wifher and fervant in the work 
oi the gofpel, 

FRANCIS BORLAND^ 



THE END. 
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